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Prosecution of the Publisher of 
Tur Lancer, by the Rev. 
Benco Cottyenr. 


On the fifth of July last the fol- 
lowing letter relative to the above 
subject appeared in The Times 
Journal, and was subsequently 
copied into others : 


To the Editor of The Times. 


Six,—It is now some months 
since it was announced by you in 


= Journal that an indictment had 4 affai 


referred by the’ Rev. Dr. 
W. Benge Collyer against the 
punter of Tue Lancer fora 
libel, in having charged him with 
crimes not only disgraceful to his 
sacred calling, but even to human 
nature. I have ever since watched 
for the result of the trial, but have 
not yet seen any account of it; in 
fact, 1 was told’ by an adherent of 
the Rev. Dr.’s that he had aban- 
doned it. Now, Sir, if that is the 
fact, (which I can hardly credit,) 
it must have been occasioned by 
some sincere cohtrition manifested 
by the aforesaid publisher, and a 
public apology and retractation of 
the slander; and yet I cannot find in 
searching the public Journals that 
any of the kind has taken 
erhaps you may be able 
to furnish some explanation of the 
affair—I am, Sir, yours, &c. 
INVESTIGATOR. 


“July 4, 1824. 





To this letter no answer has been 
given either by the Doctor or our- 
selves, and on Sunday last, another 
on the same subject was addressed 
to the Editor of The News : 


To the Editor of The News. 


Si1r,—I have waited with con- 
siderable anxiety to see an answer 
to the letter of “ Investigator,” in- 
serted in your Journal some weeks 
past; and finding that none has 
been given, I am induced, through 
the same medium, to ask the fol- 
lowing questions relative to that 
ri— . 

Did not the solicitor of Dr. Col- 
lyer offer the publisher of The 
Lancet, after the Bill of Infictment 
liad been found,’ an undertaking 
not to call him up for judgment, if 
he would plead guilty? and was 
such offer rejected’? 

Has not the editor of. The Lancet 
since made to Dr. Collyer an apo- 
logy for the libellous article, which 
has heeni@ecepted ? 

As these are questions respecting 
which the public mind is anxious 
to be relieved, I trust some of your 
numerous readers will favour me 
with a reply to them. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c. 
, ' Purro-Creaicus, 


A continued silence after this 
would of necessity imply a suspicion 
that Taye Lancer “has its price,” 
and that: our independence had 
been compromised. We shall, 


therefore, lay before our readers as 
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briefly as possible a complete his- 
tory of the fromitscom- | ¢ 
mencement up t the mo- 
ment. The public have a right to 
expect an explanation from us, and 
we shall only gman a duty 
by giving it.. We are of opinion 
aren cannot be effectually done 
without publishing the Doctor's 
“ Vindication,’—his own version 
of the notable affair, and which was 
so “very satisfactory” until the 
“ new depositions” appeared. We 
are the more inclined to do this, as 

it will fairly place before the world 
both sides of the picture, and though 
on one side the colouring may seem 
a little more vivid than on the other, 
yet a trifling degree of penetra- 
tion will be sufficient to satisfy the 
observer that the back ground of 
each is precisely similar. We will 
now insert the Doctor's statement, 
together with his “exculpatory” af. 
fidavits, said to have been obtained 
from the men : 


DR. COLLYER’S STATEMENT. 


The time is arrived when it becomes neces- 
and proper for me to give every expla- 
of $F +E me epee Spee 
whi and rev aesr ts 
have been circulated T deem 
it one of the alleviations this cruel case, that 
r some indivi 








to a conclusion satisfactory to 
exculpatory of me as to the su 
ether uninfluenced 
ior to my knowledge of the 
ander. To throw any light upon the 
in cireula- 
ir fall extent 
bh were 
known in my private me and which are — 
important to be stated to = Th 
these :—I bave for years bed: myself’ to 
anatomy, ery, and icine, although not 
as astudy. I have been inthe habit of frequent- 
ing the Borough hospital with different medical 
friends ; of ex 


sicaliy the ditsesting 


“Eth was lowell Aown to he lower clan 
of whom varied 


and Wits To 
anato- 


de. | rumours 
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B. shine a reason which 1 had for relin- 
a: 2 eo day a receiving public 
Sole W So com elming ac- 
| relief, or 
fouted both as far as 
my Eno led Shae a or c— extended: 
n into hospi- 
~ 4 2: I cant 6 to eae and dispensa- 
ries; to ot I gave to private 
titioners, as the nature of the case required ; 
all of them I personally examined to determine 
what sort of assistance the particular case de- 
manded. brethren in the mi must all 
remember, and willcheerfully testify, how many 
cases of hernia they haye rec to my 
attention, from their knowledge of my long con- 
néxion with the City of London Truss Society 
and with its officers. These 1 examined, cer- 
tainly not of necessity, but because I was dis- 
posed to enter upon every investigation relative 
to the science of which I have spoken. 
ved a poor boy, almost haked in the streets, 
have ons to my ~ and TT under 
arine omy ae no 
means 4 securing this object but through the 
medium of the su that establishment ; 
and as I knew the itution had fixed its own 
regulations as to age, stature, and soundness; 
unwilling toencreach upon his influence unless 
I ‘was certain the objects would be bey werk in 
all respects, according to the rules of the So- 
ciety, 1 ascertained first these particulars. It 
has Len sey to = once to have the pleasure 
of fion of a drowned per- 
son, and slcmatin, in those very baths, the 
scene of bag accusations, to have laboured in- 
body more than two 
hours. Thee » points all bear ee the case as 
iMastrative of my known babits, and thas im- 
mediately connect themselves with the subject 
of the reports so uncharitably circulated. At the 
commencement of May last, the evident il) 
health of a lad whom 1 had at Soaneeay astiend, 
almost from a child, together with the a 
tion of a young man en hisews account, 
these examinations hep which an panne 
is founded, bat whieh 1 considered as merely 
Thea of the Pieces sworn 
before a magistrate, ae also of this deseri 
tion, are for this reason alone publishes; 
but copies of them are de ited with W, Sto w. Stott, 
r. G. W. Cockerell, 





a 26, Bucklersbury; 

59, Blackman-street, ‘Southwark ; and Mr. 
R.’S. Young, Union-row, Peckham, for the 
— nigh who may wish to consalt 


? 
only affirm, that whatever was then done might 
have been done before cay eequaint- 
ed wie Se the object of investigation; that 
half an bour afterwards, in retarning from my 
walk, I was informed by one of the parties ex- 
amined, that some of the workmen had express- 


different cases in which | and 


eer. 
rfectly satisGed; and to 
So ae sfterwards ‘I find 
accusation di my absence 
from London, and giving rise to ahi ne the horrible 
under whieh Iam now ——s. Sub- 
sequently another report obtained, relative toa 
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warm bath, which it was said I had taken with 


h| Surrey, labouring 


stone-mason, 
maketh oath and saith, that the 
Rev. Dr. Cotuyer, late of Ad- 


reumstances 
medical | dington-square, Camberwell, hae 


\ pu 
its temperature and of observing its 
t I am utterly unable to conjecture 
what evil can be put upon a prac- 
tice of oon occurrence, more especially as in 
on a former occasion, the ab- 
assistance under similar cir- 
juctive of results of an 
alarming descri 


we circumstances that have arisen have but 
too surely shown me the imprudence of the 
things which 1] have thus stated, and which 
lament did not earlier occur to me; their cri- 
pe mee —- been created by misap 
parent misrepresentaticn ; and let any 
man ask himself, whether he has not been occa- 
sionally in a situation to which surmise and 
malice might give a criminal colouring? Un- 
conscious of crime, either in act or intention, I 
am 2 e by concurrent cir- 
cumstances to criminal constructions. 

Such are the facts: my friends who have 
Known me for years will not think me guilty. A 
public life of more than twenty years, always 
open to scrutiny, and d with no 
ardour to pablic duty, upon whieh no stain has 
been affixed, nor moral slander breathed until 
the present moment, ougbt to have some weight 
in the balance when a plain statement (the only 
resource left me in my peculiar circumstances ) 
on my part isto be weighed against the vague 

rts of persons unknown, untried, liable to 
(to say the least), and 

influenced by improper motives, who, 

r own showing, have suffered a matter 

to believe 








ance will not be overlooked by = candid part 
the ——— 





y,m 

80 easily made and 0 difficult to beceteted. On 

this round principally 1 consider the mere im- 
—— the greatest calem 7 which ha; ever 
len me. 1 should deem it iar less it I were a 
‘private individual: I know that “ Crsar’s wife 
eugbtnot tobe ,”? and that such a sus- 
a yt 
y to ness 
_and bis character. I am in this alarming condi- 


am sensible that the greatest, the best, and the 


- characters have jneurred 
it. I can only the. wath’; .i have -ne 


speak. 
er over the issue. J had hoped to have 
pases without a staip, if not with 
; at rer § ee) eek chap dows 
in my grave with 


W.B, COLLYER. 
August 22, 1823. 
THE AFFIDAVITS. 
No. I. 


_. Robert Piper, of Marlborough- 
place, Havil-street, Camberwell, 


for several years past known this. 
deponent and his parents, whom 
he has frequently relieved with 
money ; that the said Dr. Collyer 
frequently met ‘this deponent, and 
inquired after his health; that, 
about the beginning of May last, 


1|the said Dr.-Collyer met this de- 


ponent near the baths at Camber- 
well, this deponent being then at 
work in and near the said baths, 
when the said Dr. Collyer again 
inquired afterthis deponent’s health, 
to which this deponent replied, that 
he felt pain when he walked fast. 
That Dr. Collyer asked him whe- 
ther he felt a pain across his chest, 
and whether he felt any sensations 
of pain about the groin, to which 
this deponentanswered that he did. 
That Dr. Collyer asked him whe- 
ther he had any objection to be ex- 
amined; and this deponent -an- 


‘)|swered he had not. Accordingly 


this deponent accompanied Dr. 
Collyer to the bath-room, where the 
said Dector examined his person, 
and told this deponent that he, 
this deponent had a great weakness 
upon him, and advised this depo- 
nent to bathe four times a-week, 
and to drink camomile-tea every 


|| other morning, and gave this de- 


ponent two shillings and sixpence ; 


1] that two or.three days afterwards 


the said Dr. Collyer again saw this 
deponent, and gave this deponent 
a.card containing the direction.ef 
a surgeon to whom this d t 
never applied ; and this deponent 
further saith, that he did aot:con- 
sider this examination was‘at al? 
indecent or wrong, and that he, the 


said deponent, had ve le 





ms improper motive 
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such examination; and this de- 
ponent further saith, that nothing 
indecent or improper was said or 
done to this deponent by the said 
Dr. Collyer, during such examina- 
tion, or at any other time, and that 
this deponent did not then believe, 
nor does he now believe, that the 
said Dr. Collyer had any guilty or 
improper motive for so examining 
this deponent, but this deponent 
verily believes that the said Dr. 
Collyer did it only for the purpose 
of knowing whether this deponent 
was in ill-health, and of giving this 
deponent proper medical assistance 
and advice, if necessary. 
Rozert Piper. 

Sworn before me, by the above- 
named Robert Piper, this 23d day 
of August, 1823. 

Jouw Piynorn, 


Magistrate for Surrey and 
Southampton, 


No. Il. 


Richard Povey, of Artichoke- 
place, Camberwell, Surrey, stone- 
mason, maketh oath and saith, that 
he has known the Rev. Dr. Collyer, 
late of Addington-square, three 
years; that, about three years ago, 
this deponent’s mother requested 
the said Dr. Collyer to get this 
deponent a situation in the East 
India service, when the said Dr. 
Collyer desired to see this deponent, 
that he might know whether this 
deponent was in sound health and 
fit for such a situation, as this de-. 
ponent has been informed and 
verily believes. And this deponent 
further saith, that he accordingly 
called at the house of the said Dr. 
Collyer, when the said Dr. Collyer 
asked this deponent whether his 
health was good, and whether this 


——— had any rupture, for that 
if he had, he, the said Dr. Collyer, 


. 4 





rece of service to him, as 

to the Truss Society ; 
that the said Dr. Collyer then 
asked leave to examine this de- 
ponent’s person, to which this de- 
ponent consented, and the said Dr. 
Collyer then examined the groin of 
this deponent. And this deponent 
further saith, that he did not con- 
sider the said examination was at 
at all indecent or wrong, and that 
he, this deponent, had not a 

guilty or improper motive for out. 
fering such examination. And this 
deponent further saith, that nothing 
indecent or improper was said or 
done to this deponent, by the said 
Dr. Collyer during such examina- 
tion, or at any other time; and that 
this deponent did not then believe, 
nor does he now believe, that the 
said Dr. Collyer had any guilty or 


‘improper motive for so examining 


this deponent, but this deponent 
verily believes that the said Dr. 
Collyer did it only for the purpose 


of seeing whether this deponent 
| was in sound health, and fit for a 


situation in the East India service. 
And this deponent further saith, 
that about three months ago he ac- 
cidentally met the said Dr. Collyer, 
who inquired after this deponent’s 
health, as he was frequently accus- 
tomed to do, to which this depo- 
nent replied, that he was not well, 
for that he had a sort of weakness 
upon him ; that the said Dr, Col- 
lyer then asked this deponent, whe- 
ther it arose from the venereal, and 
whether he had any pain across his 
stomach, to which this deponent 
replied that he had such a pain, 
and that it caused frequent sickness ; 
that the said Dr. Collyer then asked 
leave to examine this deponent’s 
person, saying that he had studied 
medicine, and could give him ad- 
vice,;-or could procure medicine 
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for him ; that this er then 
accompanied the said Collyer 
into a room adjoining the baths 
in Addington-square, Camberwell, 
where the said Dr. Collyer ex- 
amined the of this d 
and told this deponent that he 
had a weakness upon him and de- 
sired this deponent to take par- 
ticular care of himself and to re- 
strain his passions, at the same time 
giving this deponent religious ad- 
vice. And this deponent further 
saith, that when the said Dr. Col- 
lyer went away, this deponent told 
his fellow-workmen what had pass- 
ed during the examination, when 
one of the men said that he ought 
to be thrown into the canal ; this 
deponent asked for what? to which 
the man answered, for suffering 
the Doctor to examine him. And 
this deponent then said, that, al- 
though he did not like it, yet that 
any man in his situation would 
have acted in the same way, and 
that he would fetch the Doctor 


back instantly, that he might clear 
it up, and which he did soon 


afterwards. And this deponent 
further saith, that the Doctor 
then explained the whole of the 
case to them, and said, that if 
such.a case as that was to be con- 
strued in a criminal light, he must 
leave off doing good for poor people ; 
that the workmen a satis- 
fied, and the Doctor left them. And 
this deponent further saith, that he 
did not consider that the said last 
examination was at all indecent or 
wrong, and that this deponent had 
not any guilty or improper motive 
suffering such examination. 


to this deponent by 
. Collyer during such 
ast examination,-or at: any other 
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time, and that this deponent did 
not then believe, nor does he now 
believe, that the said Dr. Collyer 
had any guilty or improper motive 
for so examining this deponent; but 


nt, | this deponent verily believes that 


the said Dr. Collyer did it only for 
the purpose of knowing whether this 
deponent was in ill health, and of 
giving this deponent proper ‘medical 
advice and assistance, if necessary. 
Ricuarpv Povey. 


Sworn before me, bythe above- 
named Richard Povey, this 23d 
day of August, 1823. 

Joun Pinnory, 
weg for Surrey and 
thampton. 


No, III. 


William Towsey, of Norfolk- 
street, Southwark, stone-mason, 
maketh oath and saith, that about 
three months ago, this Deponent 
was at work near the baths, in Ad- 
dington-square, Camberwell, when, 
in consequence of some informa- 
tion from a fellow-workman, of the 
name of Robert Piper, relative to 
Dr. Collyer, that he, this Deponent, 
after observing the said Dr. Col- 
lyer and Povey enter the bath, got 
upon the roof of the said bath, and 
looked in through a hole in the 
ceiling, when he saw another fellow- 
workman, of the name of Richard 
Povey, being examined in the bath- 
room by the Rev. Dr. Collyer, as 
to his person, which was exposed ; 
that they continued in the room 
about ten minutes; but that this 
Deponent heard nothing said by 
either of the parties---that the said 
Dr. Collyer, during such examina- 
tion, had a stick and a telescope in 
his left hand, and, as this Deponent 
believes, had a great coat on; that 
the said Richard Povey and: the 
said Dr. Collyer stood face te face 





during the whole time, and did not, 
at any time, himself in any 
other position about the said Richard 
Povey’s person, and this deponent 
saw nothing indecent done by the 
said Dr. Collyer, nor any thing in- 
decent. about his dress ; and this 
De further saith, that when 


the said Dr. Collyer and the said 
(Richard: Povey came-out of the said 
baths, the said Dr. Collyer went 
away, after which the said workmen 


yeproached the said Richard Povey 
with what had passed in the baths, 
who, in consequence thereof, fetched 
back-the said Dr. Collyer, who told 
Ahe said workmen that he had ex- 
amined the said Richard Povey for 
the benefit of his health, and upon 
that representation, the said work- 
amen declared that they were satis- 
fied, and that they would say no 
more about the matter. 

Ww. Towsey. 
Sworn before me, by the above- 
named William Towsey, this 

23d day of August, 1823, 

Joun Pinnoryn, 
.. Magistrate for Surrey and 

T Southampton. 

On the 12th of October we pub- 
lished the new depositions from the 
same parties, together with an ad- 
ditional one from another .eye-wit- 
ness of the name of Keatrzs. On 
the 27th, five of the Doctor's most 


‘}and forgiven by me.” 
| number, succession, and increasing 
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ber, were those very articles which 
the Doctor's friends, witu His 
KNOWLEDGE,” had advertised as 
not being actionable or indictable 
on the 27th of October. 

After having thus tacitly admit- 
ted that they were. not libellous, the 
doctor must be pessessed of no or- 
dinary portion of assurance had he 
presented himself in a court of law 
and solicited a contrary verdict at 
the hands of a jury. Here is the 
advertisement announcing the find- 
ing of the bill : 


Tue Rev. Dr. Cottyer.— To 
Booksellers, Newsmen, and 
Hawkers. 


The Rev. Dr. Collyer has long 
forborne to seek the protection of 
the law from the many und un- 
merited libellous insinuations by 
which he has been assailed. Sus- 
tained by conscious innocence, and 
by the cordial and unabated at- 
tachment of his congregation and 
innumerable friends, as well as by 
general public support, he was in- 
di to give importance to 
calumnies of which the motives 
were as obvious as their cruelty 
was great. As a Christian Minis- 
ter, also, he was inclined to suffer 
rather than to punish wrong, and to 
imitate the good Archbishop Til- 
lotson, in whose closet was found 
after his death, a bundle of papers, 
with an inscription: “ Libels by 
men who will, I hope, be par- 
doned by God, as they are pitied 
But the 


virulence of those publications have 
at length induced him: to yield to 


| the urgent recommendations of his 
'| friends, sanctioned by emiinent legal © 





advice, and to appeal to the judges 
* This we.can prove. 
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and juries of his country for de- 
fence. 

An indictment has been there- 
fore this day preferred and found 
by the Grand Jury against Joseph 
Onwhyn, the publisher of the Lan- 
cet, on which he will hereafter be 
tried, and against whom a warrant 
is obtained; but as Dr. Collye 
would shun all needless vindictive 
measures, he has desired publicity 
to be given to the prosecution, that 
other persons may be cautioned to 
abstain from the sale or circulation 
of any papers, injurious to him ; 
and he hopes that no booksellers, 
newsmen, or hawkers will hereafter 
complain, if the most summary 
legal measures be adopted against 
all those who, after this notice, 
shall continue to offend. 

(Signed) Jouw WILKs, 
Solicitor to the Prosecution. 
Finsbury-place, Nov 27, 1823. 

Of this precious document we 
shall say a few words presently. 
As soon as the Editor knew of the 
finding of the bill, he immediately 
offered to come forward and take 
all the responsibility upon himself, 
provided the Doctor would give 
an undertaking to relinquish pro- 
ceedings against the printer and 

ublisher ; this offer was refused. 
The publisher then put in the re- 
quired bail, and, at the proper 
time, his plea of Nor Guiry. 
Some weeks subsequent to this, the 
defendant received notice that the 
Editor would then be accepted; 
and after one or two interviews with 
the prosecutor's counsel and attor- 
ney, an evening was appointed for 
the defendant to attend at the 
latter gentleman’s house with thé 
necessary documents to prove 
identity of the Editor; when, how- 
ever, the publisher called upon that 
gentleman, (Mr. Wilks,) instead of 
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inquiring about either the Editor or 
the documents, he commenced a 
very plaintive, saint-like story, and 
finally recommended Mr. Onwhyn 
to plead guilty by way of getting 
rid of the unpleasant affair, and 
promised, if he would do so, not to 
call him up for judgment. The 
proposal was rejected. This, there- 
fore, is an answer to the first query 
of ** Philo-Clericus.” 

From that time to the present, 
no application respecting the Edi- 
tor has been made, and notwith- 
standing the above offer to Onwhyn, 
that they would not call him up 
for judgment if he would plead 
guilty to the charge, and although 
that offer was made some months 
ago, they have not done him the 
justice to this hour of releasing his 
bail ; so that the indictshent is still 
pending against him, and thus the 
affair rests. 

In reply to the second query of 
Philo-Clericus, viz. has not the 
Editor of Tar Lancet made an 
apology to Dr. Collyer? we an- 
swer most unequivocally, no. 

The history that we have here 
given is not calculated, we think, 
to add to the reputation of the 
“ saints,” for either straight-for- 
ward dealing or generosity: what, 
for example, can be more unjust 
than the conduct that has been ob- 
served towards the publisher. 
Again, look at the canting hypo- 
critical advertisement of W1Lks, 
containing a farrago of nonsense 
about “ indictments,” “ Bishop 
Tillotson,” “ warrant,” &c. &co 
;when at the moment this document 
was put forth, it never was in- 
tended that the cause should go to 
trial; and it was hoped - way 
cunning management, the 
finding of the bill of indictment, 
would have all the beneficial effects 
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which could result from a verdict 
of Guilty, the scheme however, 
unfortunately for the saints, has 
completely miscarried, and the in- 
telligent part of the public will re- 
joice at it. We cannot avoid 
observing here, that if Dr. Collyer 
had proceeded by indictment 
against every bookseller in the 
kingdom, and had succeeded in 
throwing the whole of them into 
dungeons, that it would not have 
had the effect of establishing the 
purity of his conduct, because this 
mode of procedure does not ad- 
mit of the confirmation or refuta- 
tion of any one of the alleged 
facts. Nothing but the most am- 
ple investigation can have the ef- 
tect of clearing the matter entirely 
up. The whole affair is most cu- 
rious, and pregnant with suspicion. 
Let the Doctor’s own statement, 
for example, be read with attention, 
then look at the depositions which 
are to confirm that account, really 
they are most extraordinary ; but 
we shall not point out their pecu- 
liarities, they speak too plainly of 
themselves. It has been insinuated 
that the depositions of the men 
published by us last year were false, 
and that we had framed them in 
such a manner as was best calcu- 
lated to suit our own purposes ; the 
fact we are now about to relate 
will demonstrate most clearly at 
whose door that imputation lies. 
On ‘the 23d of last September, an 
attorney of the first respectability, 
together with a friend, met Piper 
and Povry at the housé of Mr. 
Srorr, Solicitor, 26, Bucklers- 
bury, for the purpose of inspecting 
the affidavits, as the men were 
dissatisfied at the manner in 
which these affidavits had been 
published: they stated this to Mr. 
Srorr, when that gentleman re- 
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plied, they had been published as 
correctly as possible; at which 
Piper remarked, “ you know, Sir, 
I told you* about the sensation 
concern ; and there isn’t a word 
said about it.” ‘* Why, no, no,” 
said Mr. Storr, “ we---we---could 
not publish that, of course”! 

We have now discharged our 
duty to the public by laying before 
them the particulars of this dis- 
gusting transaction ; but we cannot 
finally take our leave of the saints 
without taking some credit to our- 
selves for having been the first to 
direct the attention of the govern- 
ment to the intercourse which ex- 
isted between the tract people and 
the army, and we called for the 
interference of the executive to 
prevent a continuance of so unna- 
tural a connexion: our call has 
been answered with a promptitude 
which reflects the greatest credit on 
the wisdom of his Majesty, and the 
following order, issued from the 
Horse Guards, will give infinite 
satisfaction to every reflecting mind 
in the United Kingdom. 


(No. 414.) GENERAL ORDERS. 
Horse Guards, May 18, 1824. 


It has been reported to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief that in some in- 
stances regimental officers have been 
employed by certain societies for the 
distribution of bibles and religious 
tracts among the troops, and con- 
sidering that such a duty belongs 
solely to the chaplains of the army, 
who are attached to garrisons or 
brigades, and who are the proper 
and only channel, with the — 
bation of the commanding ofhcers, 
for all communications of this na- 
ture, His Royal Highness strictly 
forbids military officers from ac- 


* It was Mr, Srorr who drew up 
the affidavits, 
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cepting or executing any such com- 
mission under the penalty of His 
Majesty's severe displeasure. 

In giving this Order to the army, 
His Royal Highness feels it essen- 
tial to declare, that military chap- 
Jains are always ready te perform 
the duties for which they are held 
responsible, and that they will never 
fail to issue to the troops, under 
regular authority, whatever it may 
be proper to distribute among them. 

by His Royal Highness the Com- 
mander-in-Chief’s command. 

Hewnry Torrens, 
Adjutant-General. 

Poor saints! this is a deep cut 
for them ; it has bled them to syn- 
cope, and Tue Lancer will never 
be forgiven. 





Case of Hemorrhage into the 
Urinary Bladder, from fun- 
goid Tumours of the Prostate, 
requiring the high operation 
for the removal of the Co- 


agula. By A. Coptann 
uTCcHISON, Esq. 
[Concluded from Vol. 1v. No. 6, p. 190.} 


The report of this case coming 
from the pen of the above distin- 
guished surgeon, and the treatment 
which was adopted having been 
sanctioned by the still more distin- 
guished Sir A. Cooper, will con- 
tribute, in no small degree, to ex- 
cite the attention of the profession. 
Notwithstanding, however, the ce- 
lebrity of the surgeons engaged, we 
apprehend that few of their fellow- 
practitioners will be inclined to pur- 
sue the same course of treatment as 
was here employed. The case 
was, doubtless, one of great ambi- 
guity and difficulty ; and, consider- 
ing the shortness of time allowed 
for reflection, it is very probable 
that other surgeons would have 





acted in a similar manner, had 
been similarly circumstanced. It 
is not our desire, therefore, to speak 
reprehensibly of what has been 
done, farther than to prevent a 
repetition of what we conceive to 
have been a very serious, if not 
fatal, error. 

Fungous disease of the bladder 
and prostate appears to be of very 
rare occurrence, this being only the 
third case which has fallen under 
the notice of Sir A. Coorer. The 
first wac that of a man in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Hospitals. A ca- 
theter was passed into the bladder 
of this patient for retention of 
urine. During the remainder of 
the day, he passed nothing but 
blood. Other attacks having suc- 
ceeded this, at length he died ; 
and, upon examination, a fungous 
polypus was found growing from 
the base of the prostate gland.* 

The next case seen by Sir Ast- 
LEY, and which he has probably 
forgotten, was that of Stephen W. 
in Jacob’s ward, St. Thomas's Hos- 
pital, the history of which was 
given in No. 6, Vol. 111. of this 
publication. A difference of opi- 
nion having existed among the 
surgeons whether there was a stone 
in the bladder or not, Sir A. was 
desired to sound the man, which 
he did one night, after surgical 
lecture, in the presence of Mr. 
Key, and several of the students ; 
and, after a most careful examin- 
nation, declared there was no cal- 
culus. Sir A. desired the sister 
to give his compliments to Mr. 
Travers (the man being that 
gentleman’s patient) to that effect, 
and at the same time requesting 
her to tell him, that the operation 


* Sir A. C. relates this case in his 
fifty-eighth lecture, and it will be 
found in No, 9, Vol. 111, page 265. 





of lithotomy was not to be per- 
formed. This poor man, after suf- 
fering severely for several months, 
died on Wednesday, the 4th of 
May. A post mortem examina- 
tion having been instituted, the 
kidneys were found very much dis- 
eased, and two fungous tumours 
were seen projecting into the blad- 
der from near the entrance of the 
ureters. There was no calculus.* 
‘The third case seen by Sir A. 
Coorer is the one now under con- 
sideration. Mr. Hurcuison in- 
forms us that his patient had been 
afflicted with disease of the blad- 
der. for upwards of twenty years, 
out of which time he had himself 
attended the gentleman eight or 
nine years, and that “ from the 
first the complaint appeared to have 
been seated in the prostate gland; 
for years he was under the neces- 
sity of voiding his urine from three 
to six times during each night, and 
on the 26th of February last he was 


seized with a suppression (reteation) 


of it.” It appears, in consequence 
of this, that a Surgeon of the neigh- 
bourhood introduced a_ eatheter, 
and drew off about a pint of urine ; 
when Mr. H. visited the patient 
about ten o'clock (only a short time 
after), the bladder was then con- 
siderably distended, but all his 
aports to introduce the catheter 

proved fruitless. The in- 
Strument, at length, was passed 
about twenty hours afterwards, and 
@ quart of dark coloured urine was 
drawn off ; the patient's condition 
now materially improved. On the 
2nd of March, after having intro- 
duced the catheter with facility, 
and drawn off about half a pint of 
urine, Mr. H. states, that a quarter 


* Probably it was found by the night. | © 
nurse on the following aommg" 
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of an hour had scarcely elapsed, 
when he received a sudden sum- 
mons to attend his patient; and, 
upon his doing so, found him la- 
bouring under greater suffering than 
ever from distension of the badder ; 
when the introduction of the cathe- 
ter satisfied Mr. H. that the fulness 
of the bladder was caused by in- 
ternal hemorrhage. Sir A. Coo- 
PER was sent for, to whom Mr. H. 
** to cut into the bladder 

from above the pubis, the diseased 
state of the prostate alike preclud- 
ing the possibility of performing 
the operation through the perineum 
or rectum.” This was aceeded to, 
and Mr. H. performed the opera- 
tion by making an incision into the 
urinary organ, of from two to three 
inches in length, cutting between 
the pyramidal muscles. _ Having 
done this, he scooped out, by means 
of a table-spoon, upwards of a pint 
of coagulated blood. Upon intro- 
ducing the fingers into the bladder, 
two fungoid tumours were found 
projecting into it from the prostate ; 
the left was about the size of a 
hen’s egg, and the other that of a 
large walnut; “ the entrance of 
the urethra was situated between 
the two tumours.” Mr, H. goes on 
to state, that “ a syphon was then 
made of a leaden catheter, one 
end of which was introduced into 
the bladder by the wound, and a 
calf’s bladder was made fast to the 
other, asa reservoir for the urine, 
The head and shoulders of the pa- 
tient being raised by pillows, an 
opiate administered, and the im- 
strument properly secured, we left 
him in a comparatively easy and 
comfortable state, and the syphon 
performing its office efficiently.” Mr. 
H. wine to remark, that the 
most favourably for 

the he fret three days after the opera- 
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tion; on ‘the fourth, however,. a 
great change took place, “ and, 
notwithstanding every effort to save 
him, he continued to sink gradually 
uatil the 7th of March, being the 
sixth day after the operation, when 
he died.” Permission to inspect the 
bedy was not-obtained. Mr. H: 
concludes his account thus: “ I 
have related the particulars of this 
case at some length, as it is the first 
of the kind that ever came under 
my observation.” 

Now, although Mr. Hutchison 
has detailed the particulars of this 
unfortunate case at considerable 
length, yet we cannot avoid saying 
that the report is written in an ex- 
ceedingly loose, unsatisfactory 
manner, and not at all in accord- 
ance with what we should have ex- 
pected from the pen of that gentle- 
man. ‘The value of published sur- 
gical and medical cases is gene- 
rally in exact proportion to their 
accuracy and minuteness ; and even 
a little carelessness or inattention 
on the part of the writer will often 
render the history of a most im- 
portant case not only worthless, but 
absolutely injurious, by causing de- 
ductions to he drawn from false 
premises; if the appearances and 
symptoms of a disease, for exam- 
ple, are accurately given, and the 
treatment be either imperfectly 
or inaccurately recorded, should 
the malady prove fatal, we may be 
thus led to undervalue the remedial 
measures, whilst, on the other hand, 
should they prove successful, we 
May again put a false estimate on 
our remediés by awarding to them 
an undue degree of power. We 
have been induced to make these 
remarks in consequence of the slo- 
venly manner in which the report 
now before us-has been written: 
indeed, so carelessly has .it been 





drawn up by the author, that itis 
almost impossible tocatch his mean- 
ing—what, for instance, is to be 
understood by this passage ’—‘‘ A 
syphon was now made of a leader 
catheter, one end of which was in- 
troduced into the bladder by the 
wound, and a calf's bladder was 
made fast to the other, asa reser- 
voir for the urine; and, a little 
further on, Mr. H. tells us, that, 
upon leaving his patient, this sy- 
phon was performing its offiee effi- 
ciently. Now, in the name of hea- 
ven, what does our author wish us 
to understand by the above para~ 
graph—he surely, while'in his so- 
ber senses, does not mean to assert 
that a tube, not a quarter of an 
inch in diameter, was in 

through the wound of the bladder, 
for the purpose of conveying away 
the urine, this wound being, at 
the same'time; aceording to Mr. 
H.’s avcount;.of sufficient magni- 
tude to admit a 

what use then could such a tube 
be? How was it possible that the 
urine could ascend through the 
tube while there were inches of 
space surrounding it by which the 
fluid could readily escape and ‘ex- 
travasate among the neighbouring 
parts? These are questions which 
we are incapable of answeringy 
and, indeed, with the exception of 
Sir Luprorp Harvey, we do 
not know who can answer them: 
that scientific gentleman would, 
doubtless, be enabled to do so most 
readily and satisfactorily in virtue 
of his new hydrostatic discovery. 
Strange as the introduction of such 
a tube would appear under any 
circumstances, it is here rendered 
peculiarly singular, as the urethra 
at the time was free from ob- 
struction, and a catheter therefore 
might have been passed into the 
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bladder through that canal. That 
we may avoid the charge of mis- 
representation, we will quote Mr. 
H.’s own words, when giving a 
description of the state of the blad- 
der immediately preceding the ope- 
ration: ‘“‘ J now endeavoured, by 
injecting warm water, and by the 
Srequent introduction of the wire 
of the.catheter, to break down the 
coagulated. blood, but to no pur- 

.” Here we see that the instru- 
ment is freely passed just before 
the operation; and, after the blad- 
der had been cut into, Mr. H. says 
that Sir Astiey and himself, upon 
examining the bladder, discovered 
two fungoid tumours projecting 
from the prostate gland, and “ the 
entrance of the urethra was si- 
tuated between the two tumours.” 
Under these circumstances, we 
again repeat that the introduction 
of atube, and such a tube, through 
the wound above the pubis, was 
uncalled for and injudicious, ‘as it 
facilitated an extravasation of 
urine. which occurrenee, always 
an untoward one, might have been 
effectually obviated had the cathe- 
ter been introduced through the 
natural canal. 

Our author has dismissed the 
case in so very abrupt a manner, 
after having narrated the opera- 
tion, that we are left in complete 
ignorance of the condition of the 
patient for some days previous to 
his dissolution. Mr. H. says, that 
every effort was made to save him, 
(and which we fully believe,) yet, 
at the same time, we cannot but 
remark, that the object of giving 
publicity to cases, (viz.) instruction 
or caution to other surgeons, would 
have been more adequately fulfilled 
had every particular been faithfully 
recorded.. In consequence of the 
neglect in this respect, we are left 





entirely in the dark as to the im- 
mediate cause of the patient's 


We shall now conelude our no- 
tice of this case with a few re- 
marks on what we conceive to have 
been a very great impropriety in 
the treatment; viz. cutting into 
the bladder from above the pubis, 
for the purpose of extracting the 
coagulated blood. No surgeon who 
places the slightest value on the 
welfare of his patients, or justly 
appreciates his own reputation, 
will ever perform an operation 
without having first considered 
what will be its probable or possi- 
ble result; and unless there is 
a fair chance of its prolonging life, 
it ought not to be undertaken, espe- 
cially such an operation as the one 
now before us, being in itself of 
so formidable a nature, that it of- 
ten proves mortal. Now, by pro- 
longing life, we do not mean an 
hour or a day, but a period worth 
having, atime sufficient to compen- 
sate for the risk and suffering oc- 
casioned by the operation. Had 
Sir Astley and Mr. H. thus re- 
flected, we believe they would not 
have ventured to perform the high 
operation in this instance; what 
are the facts? Mr. H. says, it was 
evident from the first, that the 
prostate was diseased, that its en- 
largement could be felt through the 
rectum, and that its diseased -con- 
dition prevented the operation from 
having been performed, either in 
the perinzeum or through the rec- 
tum. Clots of blood had often 
passed with the urine, ‘‘ and as he 
had not felt pains in the Joins, we 
did not,” says Mr. H. *‘ suspect . 
the kidneys to be the source of the 
hemorrhage.” Under all the cir- 
cumstances we are decidedly of 
opinion, that the operation above 
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the pubis should not have been 
attempted ; for its beneficial effects 
were likely to prove of only a very 
short duration, as it left the cause 
of the evil precisely where it was 
found, and did not therefore, in 





the least degree, afford any protec- 
tion against a recurrence of the 
hemorrhage, nor a source of relief, | 
should it return. We all know the 
proneness of fungoid tumours to 
spontaneous bleedings, and their 
frequent repetition when once they 
have happened; and conformably 
to these established facts, that ope- 
ration which would leave a chan- 
nel for the future escape of the 
blood, was the only one in any way | 
calculated to afford the wished-for 
relief, and there was no means of 
securing ‘this, but by cutting into 
the bladder through the rectum. 
Mr. H. says, that the enlarged 
state of the prostate prevented the 
attempting that operation, but the 
description of the tumours, subse- 
quently given, negatives that asser- 
tion, and shows that it might have 
been accomplished with the utmost 
ease and security; and by thus 
making a permanent opening of 
some magnitude at the most de- 
pending part of the bladder, the 

blood and urine would have found 
a rom exit through the rectum, 
and the life of the unfortunate suf- 
ferer have been, in all probability, 
materially prolonged. 





CHEMISTRY. 


Decomposition of the Oxalate of 
Lime by Potass. 


M. Laverer, in analysing an 
urinary calculus, which he found 
composed of 


Uricacid - - - 


1 part. 





4 


Urate of ammonia - 


Phosphate of ammonia i 

Oxalate of lime ] 

Animal matter - 

Waste and moisture 1 
had an ity of observing a 
very remarkable fact, the complete 
decomposition of the oxalate of lime 
| by potass. 

M. Lauerer says,* that he 
heated ten parts of this calculus 
with a weak solution of caustic 
potass, with the intention of sepa- 
rating the oxalate of lime from the 
uric acid, either pure, or in a 
state of combination, this being the 
mode recommended by all authors 


| for effecting the separation. 


The insoluble portion, which 
M. L. considered as the oxalate of 
lime, turned out to be pure carbo- 
nate of lime. As this could only 
have been produced from the oxa- 
late of lime, it was evident that this 
salt had been decomposed by the 
potass, and, on examination, the 
oxalic acid was found united with 
the potass. M. Laveier, desirous 
to verify this fact, took 100 parts 
of artificial oxalate of lime, and 
boiled them with a solution of 
potass, when he succeeded in com- 
pletely decomposing it. The expe- 
riment was repeated on 20 parts of 
oxalate of lime, which were taken 
from a mulberry calculus, harder 
than ivory, and two experiments 
with the solution of potass were 
sufficient to effect their complete 
decomposition. From this it may 
be seen that a solution of potass is 
not a good substance, particularly 
when warmed, for separating the 
oxalate of lime from substances 
soluble in that alkali, which almost 
always contains carbonic acid, or 
absorbs it during the operation. If 
the potass used by M. Lavcier 


* Journal de Pharmacie, x. 261. 
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was in any earbonated, it 
will easily explain the faet-which 
we have just related, because oxa- 
late of lime is easily decomposed 
by.carbonate of potass. If the pot- 
ass was perfectly pure, it proves 
that oxalate of lime is of 
being decomposed by that sub- 
stance im a caustic state. 





FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. | 


ANALYSIS OF FOREIGN MEDICAL | 
JOURNALS. 

The Archives Generales for last 
month contains several interesting 
articles; among which are, some 
observations on the perforation of 
the parenchyma of the lungs, by 
M. Lovrs—anatomico-pathologi- 
cal observations on hypertrophy of 
the heart, by M. Bourttarp—a 
paper read in the name of M. Dvu- 
PUYTREN, before the Royal Aza- 
demy of Medicine at Paris, on the 
extirpation of two tumours, &c. 


Observations respecting the Per- 
Soration of the Parenchyma of 
the Lungs, by the opening of a 
Tubercle into the Cavity of the 
Pleura. By M. Louts. 


The subject treated of in this 
article is so important, and all in- 
formation respecting it so desirable 
to those who take any interest in 
the diseases of the chest, that we 
shall make no apology for present- 
ing our readers with a full account 
ofits contents. M,Laen nec has,'in 
avaluable work, directed the atten- 
tion of medical men toa very serious 
circumstanee which is sometimes 
observed in the course of pulmonary 
phthisis, and which accelerates the 
tatal termination ofthe disease—we 
allude to the perforation of the pa- 





renchyma of one of the: lungs by 
the bursting of a tubercle into the 
eavity of the pleura. This acci- 
dent presents two principal varie- 
ties : sometimes the tubercular ex- 
cavation communicates with the 
bronchia; at others it does not: 
but, in both cases, the time at 
which the perforation occurs is 
often marked by very severe symp- 
toms, and sufficient, when they are 
well marked, to enable one to form 
a certain diagnosis, or, at least, a 
pretty accurate one. These symp- 
toms have net yet been laid dewn 
by authors, and to supply this de- 
ficiency, M. Lov1s has published 
the following cases, which came 
under his notice at the hospita! 
de la Charité. 

Case Ist. Phthisis Pulmonaris ; 
tubercular excavation communi- 
cating with the bronchia, 7 
into the pleura of the left side, 
&c.—A man, thirty-six years of 
age, and of short stature, was ad- 
mitted into la Charité on the 16th 
ot September, 1822. The man had 
for some time past had a bad cold, 
which: affected: his health, and; 
three days before his admission, 
he had been suddenly seized, after 
vomiting, which was produced by 
the vapours from burat charcoal, 
with a violent pain in the left side 
of the chest, accompanied with 
choquing and extreme anxiety. 
These symptoms preserved the 
same degree of violence for the-first 
twenty-four hours, after which they 
lost somewhat of their severity. 
On the day after his entry into the 
hospital, the pain of the chest con- 
tinuing to a considerable degree, 
twenty leeches were applied to the . 
part affected. On the next day he: 
had the appearance of great lassi- 
tude, the countenance was pale, 
breathing difficult; acute. pain in 
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the left side of the chest, which, on 
being struck, gave a very clear 
sound, clearer even than the oppo- 
site side, but the respiration was 
not to be heard; moreover, there 
was none of the tingling sound 
(tintement métallique) either in 
inspiration or expiration, speaking 
or coughing, expansion of the inter- 
costal spaces, which had also be- 
come more prominent ; cough rare, 
slight expectoration, pulse 120 in 
the minute, heart’s pulsation scarce- 
ly to be heard out of the imme- 
diate vicinity of this organ; tongue 
in the natural state; mouth dry, 
great thirst, loss of appetite, 
weight at the epigastrium after 
a meal, pain on pressure in this 
part, which last symptom he has 
had for the last two months. 
(Venze sectio ad 3x. Mucilaginous 
drinks, infusion of violets with some 
simple syrup.) On the 20th of 
September the symptoms were 
nearly the same, and leeches were 
applied to the left side, which was 
found three-quarters of an inch 
broader than the right. On: the 
next day a blister was applied. 
On the 25th, the pulse fell to 92; 
the difficulty of breathing varied, 
being sometimes very great; the 
projection of the left side still 
more apparent than before; the 
results of the stethoscope and per- 
cussion the same. The symptoms 
varied little on the following days, 
and on account of the bad temper 
and indoeility of the patient, the 
stethoscope was not again tried till 
the 5th of Oetober; then in the 
upper part of the left side of the 
chest a kind of confused murmur 
was heard, and just at the inferior 
— of the scapula the tintement 

ue. Inthe same point, as 
well as below, om percussion, a 
very dul} sound was given, whilst 
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it was very clear anteriorly, where 
the tinkling sound did not exist; 
the pain had left him; the left 
arm was cedematous throughout its 
whole extent. On the 7th of Oc- 
tober the tinkling sound was very 
distinct for five inches below: the 
scapula, and in nearly the whole ot 
the anterior part of the chest; on 
the 8th the sound was very mani- 
fest immediately below the scapula ; 
percussion very dull anteriorly ; an 
erysipeliis appeared on the left arm, 
which ran through its different 
stages as a case of simple erysipe- 
las. Onthe 13th percussion tried on 
the left side of the chest, anteriorly, 
afforded no sound in the upper 
part, whilst the sound under the 
scapula, and below the breast, in 
front, was very loud. The tink- 
ling: sound could be heard under 
the scapula, and on a level with 
the breast, but no where else. On 
the 14th the sound was only to be 
heard in a very small spot below 
the breast. The patient became 
every day weaker, and the edema 
of the left arm increased. On the 
18th a redness and swelling were 
observed on the thighs, and on the 
19th these symptoms were more 
distinct. On the 20th, from the 
left side a very clear sound was ob- 
tained from the breast to the clavicle, 
and there was none of the tinté- 
ment métallique in that point. . On 
the 21st the patient's look was con- 
siderably altered ; his expectora- 
tion, which was copious, resembled 
that which is found in persons 
with tubercular excavations, and at 
three in the afternoon he died, 
thirty-eight hours after the com- 
mencement of the symptons which 


‘announced the perforation of the 


lungs. During the patient's ill- 
ness, the appetite had been vari- 
\ om sometimes entirely wanting ; 





272 


the epigastrium painful, food of 
any description, even the lightest, 
occasioned a weight at the pit of 
the stomach; the bowels more or 
less open; expectoration generally 
scanty ; perspiration moderate. 

e body was examined seven- 
teen hours after death. Consider- 
able oedema of the. inferior extre- 
mities, especially of the left side, 
where the inguinal glands were 
larger and more developed than on 
the right; on the left arm, where 
the erysipelas had been, the skin 
was still a little red, and just below 
it was a small abscess. Slight ef- 
fusion beneath the arachnoid; 
three spoonfuls of serum in the 
lateral ventricles, which were of a 
soft consistence.—Chest. On the 
left side were four pints at least of 
green pus, having no smell, but 
containing a few bubbles of air; 
the corresponding lung adhered to 
the parietes of the lung, was 


flattened opposite to the spine, was 


two inches and a half thick in the 
largest part ; presented behind, op- 
posite to the angle of the third rib, 
a circular opening four lines (one- 
third of an inch) in diameter, 
which was the orifice of a kind of 
canal of the same width, and about 
an inch and a half in length, in 
which there was one of the prin- 
eipal bronchial ramifications. This 
canal was lined with a thin mem- 
brane, on which there were nume- 
rous granulations, and which had 
evidently once been a larger cavity, 
but had subsequently become con- 
tracted from the compression of the 
air and pus. Several small exca- 
vations, partly empty, were ob- 
served at the top of the same lung, 
which presented in the remainder 
_of its extent numerous granulations, 
grey and semi-transparent ; a false 
membrane, of a line in thickness, 
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covered it as well as the correspond- 
ing part of the thorax in their 
whole extent. There were at the 
upper part of the right lung some 
tubercles in a state of suppuration, 
and a depression corresponding to 
a semi-cartilaginous substance en- 
veloped with a dry black substance. 
Mucous membrane of the bronchia 
of a bright red, superficial ulcera- 
tion at the inferior part of the 
trachea. A few ounces of serum 
in the pericardium ; the heart and 
aorta healthy. Liver and pan- 
creas in a healthy state; spleen 
large and easily torn ; oesophagus 
healthy; stomach rather distended 
by a dark coloured. liquid; its 
mucous membrane very soft at the 
greater curvature, where there were 
a few red spots; it was ulcerated, 
and entirely destroyed to the ex- 
tent of two inches at the lower 
part of the greater curvature, and 
the muscular coat in the same part 
was wanting. There was ulcera- 
tion also in the small intestines, and 
in the ascending portion of the co- 
lon. 

Case II. Pulmonary Consump- 
tion; small tubercular excava- 
tion opened into the pleura of the 
right side, not communicating 
with the bronchia, &c.—A female, 
zetatis 45 years, of rather a strong 
constitution, but subject to indi- 
gestion, had, for fifteen months, 
been labouring under all the symp- 
toms of phthisis pulmonalis, when 
she was admitted into la Charité 
on the 4th of June last year; she 
had, at intervals of some months, 
been troubled with hemoptysis, 
which lasted a week, and within 
these last four months with pain in 
both sides of the chest; she had 
wasted in flesh, lost her appetite, 
vomited all that she took, had 
shiverings and constant sweats for 
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four months past, together with 
pains in the epigastrium, frequent 
colics, and often slimy, bloody 
stools. On the 9th of June, her 
countenance was yellow, and body 
emaciated, and breath completely 
disordered. The epigastrium was 
sensible to the touch, but gave no 
sound ; under the left clavicle, where 
the patient had suffered continual 
pains for three months past, per- 
cussion was entirely dull to the ex- 
tent of upwards of three inches ; the 
respiration sonorous, pectoriloquism 
evident; there was a slight rat- 
tling. On the right side the respi- 
ration was natural. The patient 
was put on low diet, and some 
mild medicines ordered. On the 
succeeding days there was diar- 
rhoea, nausea, and anorexia. On 


the 20th of July, after having for 
a few days previous been pretty 
well, the patient was seized near the 
right inferior angle of the scapula 
w:th a pain, at first moderate, but 
subsequently becoming extremely 


violent,accompanied with choquing, 
anxiety, and continual cough, which 
obliged her to keep the sitting po- 
sition: these symptoms continued 
nearly the same all night. On the 
following day, the 21st, we found 
the patient in the sitting posture, 
with the respiration impeded, short, 
and 52 in a minute; she complain- 
ed of choquing, and could not bear 
the right side of the chest touched. 
In that part percussion gave a clear 
sound, more so than on the left, 
but the respiration was not to be 
heard at all, excepting a little be- 
hind and above; there was none 
of the tintement métallique; the 
pulse was extremely small and 
weak, and 128. The same symp- 
toms continued on the succeeding 
days, the uneasiness became insup- 


portable, the signs afforded by per- 
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cussion were the same, and after 
the most dreadful agonies, the pa- 
tient died on the 23d, three days 
from the commencement of the 
pain in the back. 

Inspectio cadaveris twenty-four 
hours after death. The external 
appearances presented nothing re- 
markable. Effusion under the arach- 
noid; cortical substance of the 
brain a little red. Trachea and la- 
rynx natural.—On opening the right 
side of the chest an inodorous gas 
was emitted, and which had occu- 
pied at least two-thirds of the ca- 
vity, There were about four ounces 
of turbid serum at the posterior 
part of the chest, which was lined 
by a thin, false membrane. The 
superior portion of the lung ad- 
hered to the extent of three inches 
to the neighbouring parts, by means 
of a semi-cartilaginous substance, 
which was half a line in thickness. 
Immediately below and behind 
was an opening of three lines in 
diameter, round, forming the ori- 
fice of an empty excavation, lined 
by a very thin false membrane ad- 
hering to the sound parenchyma of 
the lungs. This small cavity com- 
municated neither with the bron- 
chia, nor with a very large exca- 
vation situated immediately above, 
which was covered by a double 
membrane, the one soft, the other 
semi-cartilaginous ; the lower two- 
thirds were filled with grey and 
semi-transparent granulation. The 
left lung adhered to the parietes 
of the chest, and in its upper por- 
tion there was a large excavation 
communicating with other smaller 
ones and with the bronchia; 
and in the upper two-thirds a 
number of grey granulatiovs in 
the midst of a yellowish substance, 
soft, semi-transparent, and entirely 
deprived of air; the rest of the 
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lung was red and hepatised, the 
bronchia were of a lively red. The 
liver was enlarged, covered the sto- 
mach, and extended to the umbi- 
licus ; its surface was rough. The 
stomach was contracted, and in 
some spots was thinner and redder 
than natural. There were also red 
spots in some parts of the intes- 
tines. 

If we look at the preceding cases, 
we are satisfied that at a period more 
or less advanced of the disease, the 
patient felt all of a sudden in one 
side of the chest a violent pain, ac- 
companied with great dyspnoea and 
anxiety, and that these symptoms 
have remained in the same state till 
death, which has happened from 
24 to 38 hours after their first ap- 
pearance (Case I,), and that on 
opening the body a considerable 
effusion of air, pus, or bloody se- 
rum, was found on that side of the 
chest where the pain was situated, 
the consequence of the perforation 
of the parenchyma of the lungs 
corresponding to one of the bron- 
chia, which had opened into the 
eavity of the pleura, and which 
sometimes establishes a communi- 
cation between it and the bronchia. 

The relation which exists be- 
tween these symptoms and the 
state of the lungs after death, is 
so striking, that it is only necessary 
to state the facts to show their de- 
pendence: the pain exactly cor- 
responds to the bursting of the 
tubercle into the pleura, and is 
caused by it, whilst the sense of 
choquing and anxiety are the ef- 
fect of speedy effusion of air or 
some fluid: from which it follows, 
that whenever a person affected 
with phthisis pulmonalis is sud- 
denly attacked with a violent pain 
in either side, to which are added 
a sense of choquing, extreme anx- 





iety, and all the symptoms of acute 
pleurisy, a suspicion ought to be 
excited that there was a perforation 
of the parenchyma of the lung. 
The diagnosis of the complaint be- 
comes much more certain by com- 
paring the results obtained from 
percussion and the stethoscope: 
for if at the moment when the pain 
and the other symptoms which ac- 
company it are present, by striking 
the painful side, a very clear sound 
is obtained, clearer even than the 
opposite side, whilst by applying 
the ear to the points where the per- 
cussion is so sonorous, the respira- 
ratory murmur is not audible. 
Moreover, this double phenomenon 
shows, as M. Larw nec has proved, 
the existence of a certain quantity 
of air between the pleura costalis 
and the lungs ; and as the pneumo- 
thorax is one of the immediate ef- 
fects of the perforation of the pa- 
renchyma of the lungs, it isa na- 
tural idea that it is here .te result 
of it. 





PURULENT OPHTHALMIA. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srr,—The prevalency of Puru- 
lent Ophthalmia, as mentioned in 
your last number of Tut Lancer, 
calls upon every member of the 
Profession to use his utmost en- 
deavours to check its ravages, and 
give publicity to such remedies as 
appear to act most beneficially upon 
the disease. Under this idea, I beg 
leave to intrude upon you, that a 
remedy, which in an extensive 


practice has proved of singular. 


utility, may be more generally 
known to the medical world. 

From the very accurate descrip- 
tion of this disease published in the 
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Medical and Chirurgical Transac- 
tions, by P. Maccrecor, in the 
year 1811, it would be 
to enumerate the symptoms, which 
must be so generally known. With 
respect to the treatment in the first 
or inflammatory stage, those re- 
medies which act generally on the 
constitution, I have invariably found 
highly beneficial, and for this pur- 
pose have employed a solution of 
Antim. Tart. given in small doses 
every five or ten minutes, until 
nausea is produced; this, with 
leeches to the eye, a strict anti- 
phiogistic regimen, and a mild 
fomentation or collyrium, are often 
sufficient to stop its progress, and 
frequently eradicate the disease. 
More generally, however, an in- 
dolent inflammatory state remains, 
for which various astringent medi- 
cines have been employed, such as 
a solution of Argent. Nitr. Cupri 
Sulph., and various others, both of 
the mineral and vegetable king- 
doms, all of which I have exten- 
sively tried, and some with advan- 
tage. But the remedy I have found 
of most essential service, is the Liq. 
Plumb. Subacet. in a concentrated 
form, and the best method for its 
use is by exposing the under sur: 
face of the palpebree, whilst an as- 
sistant, with a camel’s hair pencil, 
gently applies it to the part. This 
is repeated every morning, and in 
a few days an evident improvement 
will be manifest. From the num- 
ber of cases in which I have tried 
it, I can speak positively as to its 
effect, which has proved beyond 

ison superior to those in 
general use, and, I doubt not, should 
it be applied by more of the Profes- 
sion, the trial will exeeed their ex- 
pectation.— Yours, &c. 

T.G, 


London, Aug. 16, 1624, 
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On the Election of Mr. Lxorp 
to be one of the Surgeons of 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 


i 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sir,—For many years I have 
had no connection with any of the 
public hospitals, and therefore have 
not, till very lately, heard of Mr. 
Lioyp’s election. By what means 
he attained it, whether by superior 
ability or interest, I know not, for 
I have no acquaintance with Mr. 
Lioyp or any of his connections: 
I hope and trust we are indebted 
for this victory to the increased 
liberality of principles entertained 
by the governors and officers of the 
Institution. Be this:as it may, his 
election is a victory, and the great- 
est in my remembrance which’ the 
Profession has obtained. It has 
broken that chain by which not 
only every physician and surgeon, 
but every other officer of the Insti- 
tution, from the treasurer to the 
lowest clerk, were bound by every 
means to support a monopolizing 
power which should secure every 
surgical appointment in the Hos- 
pital to the apprentices of its. sur- 
geons; by such means, not only 
effectually preventing any compe- 
tition of merit, but sometimes de- 
voting the characters of the first 
Hospitals in the kingdom, and. the 
health and future welfare of their 
patients, to the care and manage- 
ment of men whose abilities might 
not-entitle them to the office of sur- 
geon to a country workhouse. 

During the time I was a dresser 
at St. Bartholomew's, the election 
was contested, on the resignation 
of Mr. Porr, I think, by Mr. Va- 
LENTINE Jones; but it was con- 
sidered by all as a most Quixotic 
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attempt, it being a settled point in 
every one’s mind, that it was worse 
than futile for a man, even of great 
professional abilities, to presume to 
oppose any hospital surgeon's ap- 
prentice.—Their reasons were spe- 
cious : 

1. That the chance of being sur- 
geon to the Hospital increased the 
apprentice’s fee, and that it was 
natural for, if not the duty of, all 
the officers of the Institution to sup- 
port each other. 

11. That a parent, who paid 500 
guineas for his son to be an appren- 
tice, for five years, to an hospital sur- 
geon, had always this much desired 
appointment in perspective ; and, 

111. That a young man, so edu- 
cated, must be more qualified, in 
every respect, for the office, than 
any one who had not received such 
advantages, but had been bred up a 
stranger to the Institution. 

To the first and second reasons 
I reply, that because a man may af- 
ford to give 2002. or 300/. more than 
I can as an apprentice fee, his son 
has no right to exclude mine from 
a situation to which merit alone 
ought to entitle him ; for, perhaps, 
in no other profession, in no other 
occupation of life, is it of so much 
consequence that wealth should sink 
under the superior weight and in- 
fluence of intellect. 

In respect to the last reason, I 
deny that the education of an hos- 
pital surgeon’s apprentice is the 
best calculated to qualify him for 
the office of surgeon to the Hospi- 
pital ; for if it were so, we should 
not have seen many of these men, 
as we have for five-and-twenty years 
past, not only a disgrace to the 
situations they held, but likewise to 
the profession to which they were 
educated. 

But, let us examine this famous 





THE LANCET. 


education, for which se much 
money ia paid, the education of aa 
apprentice to an hospital surgeon. 
I was very intimate with several of 
them while I was at Bartholo- 
mew's, and one who was after- 
wards surgeon to the Hospital,told 
me, that during the whole of hig 
apprenticeship he never received 
one word of professional informa- 
tion or instruction from his master ; 
and another, at the same time, made 
use of these words, “ during the 
whole five years of my apprentice- 
ship, the tuition I have received from 
my master’s mouth has not been 
sufficient to enable me to distinguish 
the right end of a probe from the 
wrong.” 

No,—the surgeon who received 
the apprentice, received, at the 
same time, the more important ob- 
ject, the 500 pounds or guineas; the 
youth was then. turned into the 
hospital, as a wild colt is turned to 
grass, and there he might graze, 
on professional pasture, as much as 
he pleased, and extract from it 
more or less nutriment according 
to the extent of his physical capa- 
city ; or he might fly off after other 
food, and vitiate his mental and 
corporeal powers, as the grossness 
of his appetite might impel him. 
The pupils, thus educated, might 
have great natural abilities, and 
strong habits of industry, or they 
might not; and the character and 
credit of the hospitals, and the 
welfare of the patients, were thus 
submitted to the chances,—to the 
production of a Pott or a Harvey, 
a Cooper or a Birch. The product, 
then, of this highly privileged edu- 
cation was, what was called a pure 
surgeon,—a man, who, if possessed 
of common ability, accompanied 
with habits of industry, became, of 
course, a skilful anatomist; .and 
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sometimes, but not frequently, a 


good practical surgeon,—for many 
of the hospital surgeons are the 
worst private practitioners, | mean 
in the daily common cases of sur- 
gery. But, whatis most remarkable 
is, that a very dexterous operator 
is seldom the consequence of this 
hospital education. The public 
think otherwise:—for operating 
being, in their estimation, a mere 
mechanical action, they conclude 
that frequent practice, with a pro- 
per knowledge of anatomy, must 
make them perfect perf»rmers :— 
but this is not the case; daily 
practice upon a musical instrument 
will never make some people good 

ayers, nor give dexterity to the 
fingers of a person who has rigid 
joints; nor will all the opportunities 
of operating in an hospital make a 
good operator of a man who has 
neither the eye, the surgical tact, 
nor the dexterity of finger, which 
are the necessary requisites for such 
a performer. On these accounts, 
such a man is a rara avis, and 
in my time appeared at Bartholo- 
mew’s only in the person of Mr. 
Port; and, except that the ampu- 
tations of Mr. Epmunp Pirts 
were beautiful, not one of the other 
five surgeons ever performed an 
operation which drew forth the 
praises of the spectators. 

I understand that the same defi- 
ciency existed in St. Thomas's and 
Guy's: there might be one superior 
operator, but the rest, the BincuEs, 
the Warners, the Warsons, the 
Fosters, &c., were not worth 
looking at; and some were, and 
are still, terribly defective. 

I have dwelt more upon this 
point, because it is considered by 
the public, and I believe by the 
surgeons themselves, as the prime 
feature of the hospital surgeons : 





in what else are they superior? in 
the practice of physic they are par- 
ticularly ignorant; and till Mr. 
ABERNETHY urged the necessity 
of medicine in the cure of surgical 
diseases, most of them despised it, 
and many of them did not know 
how to prescribe properly for a 
common purging draught. In your 
publication of the 7th of this 
month a case is stated, of a man 
taken into Guy’s Hospital on the 2] st 
of July, with a dangerous gun-shot 
wound: he had been without any 
action in his bowels for two days 
before the accident, and one would 
suppose that any medical man 
would have wished, by active 
means, to have procured three or 
four motions immediately; but it 
does not appear that any attempt of 
the kind was made till the 22d, the 
fourth day of constipation, when he 
was unable, likewise, to pass his 
water; and then—what then? 
Dost thou think, reader, that six 
or eight grains of calomel were 
given to him, followed by a dose of 
a strong purging mixture every 

or four hours? No,—but a 
mixture made of half a pint of 
infusion of roses with half an ounce 
of Epsom salt, of which ‘wo table 
spoonsful, only half a drachm of 
Epsom salt in each dose, were given 
to him three times a day. On the 
26th, “‘ the bowels were not open 
without castor oil” !—could the 
prescriber expect it? But can this 
account, Mr. Editor, be correct ?* 
If it be, or nearly so, | ask you, or 
any apothecary in the kingdom, if 
he ever had an apprentice boy 


* I must think that there is an error 
of the press, it must haye been Ziss. of 
Magn Sulph.; but, if it had been, two 
table spoonsful three times a day, under 
all the circumstances, would have been 
truly ridiculous.—The patient died. 
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whe: would not laugh at such prac- 
tiee? 

To conelude,—it has been my 
wish to show, that the sphere from 
which the Governors have been 
obliged to elect their surgeons, has 
been too confined; and that, if 
candidates were allowed to present 
themselves from any part of the 
country, edueated under any proper 
auspices, and the Governors were 
to act with that liberality of prin- 
ciple which ought to influence them 
for the welfare of the poor patients, 
which intended welfare laid the 
first stone of the institution, each 
hespital, instead of exhibiting only 
one or two superior characters, 
would be able to boast of several, 
who together would form a constel- 
lation which, indeed, would prove 
the ornament and pride of the pre- 
fession. 

H. 


Aug. 17, 1824. 





To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sirx,—Judging from the salutary 
effects which have already been 
produced by your widely-circulated 
and very instructive paper, it is im- 
possible to appreciate the quantum 
of good which has already and 
must ultimately result to the public 
as well as to the profession, froma 
work conducted with the spirit and 
independence which characterise 
the weekly effusions of Tug Law- 
cet. Fearlessly pursue, Mr. Edi- 
tor, the same undeviating and un- 
compromising course of rectitude 
and honour, unawed by power, 
and uninfluenced alike by prejudice 
or partiality, and you will not only 
enjoy the approving reflections of 
your own mind, but the patronage 
and support of a diseerning public 


to a degree commensurate with the 
acknowleged value of your labours, 

I am led to make these remarks: 
in consequence of having perused 
the short but pithy letter which ap- 
peared in Tre Lancer of the 7th 
inst. si “A Friend to the Af- 
flicted,” relative to the abuses of 
the Cork-street Eye Infirmary ; 
the allegations of which, as they 
stand unrefuted, we must infer are 
but too true. 

Is this Institution, dedicated 
solely to one particular class of 
diseases, sanctioned by Royalty, 
and supported by the liberal con- 
tributions of the nobility, to be re- 
stricted in its usefulness to the mere 
routine of admitting under its-care, 
at certain hours and on: certain 
days only, an uncertain number of 
the poor afflicted with diseases of 
the eye? Is such the extent, the 
sole “ end and aim” of its founda~ 
tion? Ought not its benefits to be 
more widely diffused, like those 
of its sister institutions, by being 
made the vehicle of conveying in- 
struction to the rising generation of 
medical students? Why are the 
doors of this charity alone to be 
kept hermetically closed? Where 
are the practical improvements to 
be found, which the subscribers 
and the public have a right to ex- 
pect should flow from such an am- 
ple source of observation and: ex- 
perience ? Is its oculist not endued 
with the faculty to extract advan- 
tage from, and turn to account, the 
means so admirably adapted to 





and symptoms, and improve the 
modes of treating the ‘in 

and important complaints of the 
organ of vision? If he have actually 
availed himself of these practical 
opportunities, why with niggard 
hand hide them in a napkin, or 
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confine them within his own bosom ? 


Why not, on the contrary, in imi- 


tation of his more zealous fellow- 
labourers in similar vineyards, bring 
forth the fruits of his genius and in- 
dustry? Isitfor Mr. Alexander alone 
te travel from Dan to Beersheeba, 
and say, “all is barren?” Not- 
withstanding the Cork-street Eye 
Infirmary assumes to itself the 
eredit of having been the parent of 
a numerous offspring, of the many 
institutions which have of late years 
risen, in rapid succession, in various 
parts of these kingdoms, strange to 
state, not a single communication, 
good, bad, or indifferent has 
hitherto issued from the pen of the 
individual who at present fills the 
situation of its oculist, nor indeed 
from his equally scientific prede- 
cessor (par nobile), to enlarge the 
boundaries of ophthalmic surgery, 
or to enable his brethren to mea- 
sure the height and depth of his 
professional aequirements, or to 
judge whether they have profitably 
tulfilled the duties attached to their 
stewardship. I am indeed just in- 


formed by a medical gentleman, | 


that on his appointment to the 
Cork-street Eye Infirmary, Mr. 
Alexander, (who, it seems, is such 
an unmerciful pluralist and mono- 
polizer, that he is represented to 
engross the threefold office (¢ria in 
uno) of Oculist, Secretary, and Re- 
porter, to that Institution, by which 
convenient arrangement he virtu- 
ally makes himself Judge and Jury 
in his own cause,) did really an- 
nounce, in the medical journals of 
that day, the ¢ét/e of a forthcoming 
work, intended to enlighten the 
eyes of these whose visual organs, 
as Milton expresses himself, 
** roll in vain 
To find the pierding ray, and find no 
dawn.” 


- 


| Whether this intelligence wasde- 
signed as a mere “ruse de guerre” 
—a sort of ad captandum trick to 
| give eclat to hisofficial appointment, 
or whether a premature abortion 
subsequently happened, or the un- 
fortunate bantling was stifled in its 
| birth, cannot be easily decided at 
| this remote interval of time ; cer- 
tain, however, it is, that the labour- 
throes have not yet brought forth 
even a rediculum mus ! 

Having already exceeded the 
limits usually prescribed for com- 
munications of this nature, I must 
reserve for a future occasion those 
which more immediately relate to 
the malpractices and egregious 
abuses that have long prevailed 
within the walls of the Cork-street 
Eye Infirmary, and which J can 
demonstrate, by incontrovertible 
facts and authority, are alike re- 
volting to Sciryce and Hv- 
NANITY.—I remain, Sir, 

Aw Enemy tro Hote anp 
Corner Practice. 


August 19, 1824. 





HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


CLINICAL LECTURE. 


Aug. 18.—GewntLemen ; Not 
having (said Mr. Tyrre.t) any 
very interesting cases in the Hos- 
pital at present, | am not aware 
that I can occupy your time better 
than in continuing the subject of 
the venereal disease. 


Syphilis. 


In my two preceding lectures I 
spoke of gonorrhoea and its conse- 
quences, in this I shall treat of 
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who would not laugh at such prac- 
tiee ? 

To conelude,—it has been my 
wish to show, that the sphere from 
which the Governors have been 
obliged to elect their surgeons, has 
been too confined; and that, if 
candidates were allowed to present 
themselves from any part of the 
country, edueated under any proper 

s, and the Governors were 
to act with that liberality of prin- 
ciple which ought to influence them 
for the welfare of the poor patients, 
which intended welfare laid the 
first stone of the institution, each 
hospital, instead of exhibiting only 
one or two superior characters, 
would be able to boast of several, 
who together would form a constel- 
lation which, indeed, would prove 
the ornament and pride of the pre- 
fession. 

H. 


Aug. 17, 1824. 





To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sirx,—Judging from the salutary 
effects which have already been 
produced by your widely-circulated 
and very instructive paper, it is im- 
possible to appreciate the quantum 
of good which has already and 
must ultimately result to the public 
as well as to the profession, from a 
work conducted with the spirit and 
independence which characterise 
the weekly effusions of Tue Law- 
cet. Fearlessly pursue, Mr. Edi- 
tor, the same undeviating and un- 
compromising course of rectitude 
and honour, unawed by power, 
and uninfluenced alike by prejudice 
or partiality, and you will not only 
enjoy the approving reflections of 
your own mind, but the patronage 
and support of a diseerning public 





to a degree commensurate with the 
acknowleged value of your labours, 

T am led to make these remarks 
in consequence of having perused 
the short but pithy letter which ap- 
peared in Tre Lancer of the 7th 
inst. signed “A Friend to the Af- 
flicted,” relative to the ebuses of 
the Cork-street Eye Infirmary ; 
the allegations of which, as they 
stand unrefuted, we must infer are 
but too true. 

Is this Institution, dedicated 
solely to one particular class of 
diseases, sanctioned by Royalty, 
and supported by the liberal con- 
tributions of the: nobility, to be re- 
stricted in its usefulness to the mere 
routine of admitting under its:care, 
at certain hours and on’ certain 
days only, an uncertain number of 
the poor afflicted with diseases of 
the eye? Is such the extent, the 
sole “ end and aim” of its founda~ 
tion? Ought not its benefits to be 
more widely diffused, like those 
of its sister institutions, by being 
made the vehicle of conveying in- 
struction to the rising generation of 
medical students? Why are the 
doors of this charity alone te be 
kept hermetically closed? Where 
are the practical improvements to 
be found, which the subscribers 
and the public have a right to ex- 
pect should flow from such an am- 
ple-source of observation and: ex- 
perience ? Is its oculist not endued 
with the faculty to extract advan- 
tage from, and turn to account, the 
means so admirably adapted to 


advance the knowledgeofthenature 


and symptoms, and improve the 
modes of treating the interesting 
and important complaints of the 
organ of vision? If he have actually 
availed himself of these practical 
opportunities, why with niggard 
hand hide them in a napkin, or 
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confine them within his own bosom ? 
Why not,‘on the contrary, in imi- 
tation of his more zealous fellow- 
labourers in similar vineyards, bring 
forth the fruits of his genius and in- 
dustry? Isit for Mr. Alexander alone 
te travel from Dan to Beersheeba, 
and say, “allis barren?” Not- 
withstanding the Cork-street Eye 
Infirmary assumes to itself the 
eredit of having been the parent of 
a numerous offspring, of the many 
institutions which have of late years 
risen, in rapid succession, in various 
parts of these kingdoms, strange to 
state, not a single communication, 
good, bad, or indifferent has 
hitherto issued from the pen of the 
individual who at present fills the 
situation of its oculist, nor indeed 
from his equally scientific prede- 
cessor (par nobile), to enlarge the 
boundaries of ophthalmic surgery, 
or to enable his brethren to mea- 
sure the height and depth of his 
professional acquirements, or to 
judge whether they have profitably 
tulfilled the duties attached to their 
stewardship. I am indeed just in- 


formed by a medical gentleman, | 


that on his appointment to the 
Cork-street Eye Infirmary, Mr. 
Alexander, (who, it seems, is such 
an unmerciful pluralist and mono- 
polizer, that he is represented to 
engross the threefold office (¢ria in 
uno) of Oculist, Secretary, and Re- 
porter, to that Institution, by which 
convenient arrangement he virtu- 
ally makes himself Judge and Jury 
in his own cause,) did really an- 
nounce, in the medical journals of 
that day, the titde of a forthcoming 
work, intended to enlighten the 
eyes of those whose visual organs, 
as Milton expresses himself, 
** roll in vain 
To find the piercing ray, and find no 
dawn.” 


- 
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| Whether this intelligence wasde- 
signed as a mere “ ruse de guerre” 
—a sort of ad captandum trick to 
give eclit to hisofficial appointment, 
or whether a premature abortion 
subsequently happened, or the un- 
fortunate bantling was stifled in its 
| birth, cannot be easily decided at 
this remote interval of time ; cer- 
tain, however, it is, that the labour- 
throes have not yet brought forth 
even a rediculum mus ! 

Having already exceeded the 
limits usually prescribed for com- 
munications of this nature, I must 
reserve for a future occasion those 
which more immediately relate to 
the malpractices and egregious 
abuses that have long prevailed 
within the walls of the Cork-street 
Eye Infirmary, and which J can 
demonstrate, by incontrovertible 
facts and authority, are alike re- 
volting to Sciryce and Hv- 
NANITY.—I remain, Sir, 

Aw Enemy to Hote anp 
Corner Practice. 


August 19, 1824. 





HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


CLINICAL LECTURE. 


Aug. 18.—GeytLemen; Not 
having (said Mr. TyrreLt) any 
very interesting cases in the Hos- 
pital at present, | am not aware 
that I can occupy your time better 
than in continuing the subject of 
the venereal disease. 


Syphilis. 
In my two preceding lectures I 
spoke of gonorrhoea and its conse- 
quences, in this I shall treat of 
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syphilis and its treatment, and al- 
Inde to the long train of symptoms 
which frequently supervene on the 
absorption of the syphilitic poison 
into the system. There are two 
poisons communicated by venereal 
poison ; one, the poison of gonor- 
heea, which, falling on a mucous 
surface, produces from it a discharge 
which is infectious ; the other, the 
poison of syphilis, which, on being 
applied to the skin, produces in- 
flammation and ulceration, forming 
a sore which is called Chancre. 
Chancres most commonly occur on 
the penis in males, and the labia 
and pudendum in females. They 
are, however, found on other parts 
of the body. Midwives and women 
who have assisted at the confine- 
ment of persons affected with 
chancres, not unfrequently have 
them on the hands or arms, parti- 
cularly it there be any scratch or 
wound in those parts. The chancre 
makes its appearance with a kind 
of pustule or pimple, and has a 
base more or less inflamed accord- 
ing to the part on which it is seated. 
If the chancres he on the glans, the 
inflamed base is in general small, 
on account of the little laxity of 
the surrounding parts ; if it be on 
the prepuce, on the contrary, the 
surrounding inflammation is gene- 
rally great. The chancre in its in- 
cipient state, that is, as long as it is 
merely a pimple, is attended with an 
itching, and when it becomes an 
ulcer there is seldom much pain 
unless it be irritable. The most 
common seat of chancre is in 
the neighbourhood of the freenum, 
as the syphilitic matter is most 
easily lodged in that part. In a 
few days the pustule ulcerates, and 
the ulcer is sometimes attended 
with an aching pain, but this is 
not severe, unless, as I have just 
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mentioned, there is great irritability 
of constitution. When the syphi- 
litie matter is. applied to a sore or 
excoriation, the chancre then has 
not the same appearances as it pre- 
sents when it is produced by the 
matter applied to an unbroken sur- 
face ; and chancres of this descri 

tion are extremely difficult to dis- 
tinguish from excoriations or simple 
sores; in fact, from the appearance 
of the sore itself you will not in the 
majority of cases be able to decide 
whether it is syphilitic or not. In 
such case you must take care of 
the patient's general health, merely 
applying simple local applica- 
tions to the part, and wait to see 
whether any secondary symptoms 
manifest themselves. When you 
can be certain that the sores or ex- 
coriations are also syphilitic, then 
they will require to be treated just 
as otherchancres. The best marks 
for distinguishing between chancres 
and excoriations is the time at. 
which the sore appears after con- 
nection. Chancre does not appear 
immediately after connection; there- 
fore, if the sore which you suspect to 
be merely an excoriation, appears on 
the day after the person had connec- 
tion with a woman, it is probable 
that your suspicion is well founded. 
It has been stated, that several 
weeks sometimes elapse from the 
time of connection before the ap- 
pearance of a chancre ; I can con- 
ceive’ it possible that some ot the 
syphilitic matter might be loaged 
near to the freenum, without pro- 
ducing, for a time, a sore, if the 
person were in good health, and 
that on his health being deranged 
a sore might be excited although 
weeks had elapsed from the period 
of his having any intercourse with 
a female. The average time at 
which a chancre makes its appear- 
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ance is on the fourth day after con-|to the nature of the sores, explain 
nection. If, then, a person has fully to the patient, if he be an in- 
a sore on the penis immediately telligent person, the state of the 
after coition, which is superficial, case, and merely use simple appli- 
atténded with hardness of the cations, such as lime water, with a 
surrounding parts, or pain, then little mucilage. The bowels should 
may you be satisfied that it isan also be kept regulated. If the 
excoriation. If, on the contrary,’ sore be syphilitic it will not be 
the sore has a hardened base, deep benefited by these means, but its 
centre, and irregular edges, then | character altered ; if an excoriation 
may you decide on its being a only, it will usually heal. Great 
chancre. I cannot too strongly difficulty in deciding on many of 
impress on your minds the impor- | the sores which occur on the geni- 
tance of attending to every mark | tals, arises from the application 
and sign by which you may be en- used by the patients prior to their 
abled to distinguish between chan- | applying to you. Black wash is 
cre and simple excoriation. From | so well known that few consult you 
an entire ignorance of these points,| who have not used it, and thus 
I believe that many practitioners | hefere the constitution is affected, 
needlessly submit their patients to the sore is altered in character. 
mercurial courses, and that not | Therefore, if stimulating lotions, or 
a few of what are termed ‘ secon- | applications of any kind have been 


dary symptoms’ (a vague and in- 


definite term) arise from the in-_| 


judicious treatment which the pa- 


tients have undergone. When the 


pustule breaks and becomes an 
ulcer, the ulcer is pitted in the 
centre, its base is hard, edges irre- 
gular, and surface glassy. If the 
venereal matter be applied to an 
excoriation, it ultimately produces a | 
syphilitic action, but this is not | In the treatment of chancres rely 


soon excited, nor has the sore ever 
the surrounding hardness and livid 
colour as in chancre.. Chancres 
are generally circumscribed and 
defined, whereas excoriations are 
diffused. The. pain of chancres is 


made use of, which have altered 
the character of the sore, it becomes 
almost impossible to give a decided 
opinion as to its nature. I shall 
presently speak of chancres com- 
, bined with constitutional derange- 
| ment, but will now speak only of 
the treatment of simple chancres. 


| Treatment of Chancres. 


| entirely on constitutional remedies, 


‘and I will state to you, as perspi- 
/cuously as I can, my reasons for 
| this advice. If a person comes to 
you with a chancre on the penis, 


and you give to this patient both 


very little, that, of excoriations | local applications and internal re- 
considerable. The usual secretion | medies, you are obliged to continue 
from chancres is of a thick yellow | the latter longer than is necessary, 
colour and sometimes bloody, from in order to be certain of their having 
excoriations it is serous or puru- | had an effect on the constitution. 
lent. Excoriations may be pro-;| When, on the other hand, you 
duced during coition, and the syphi-| merely trust to the influence of 
litic virus be applied to them, when | mercury, and use no application to 
the sores will have a syphilitic cha-|the part but a little tepid water, 


racter. When you are doubtful as|then can you be certain of the 
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exact time at which the constitu- 
tion is acted upon by the mercury, 
by the healing of the sore. If the 
sore heals under the influence of 
mercury, and no application has 
been put to it, then are you sure of 
the mercury having had the desired 
effect. Immediately the sore heals 
by the action of mercury, no local 
applications having been used, then 
I always stop the mercury, let the 
sore have healed in ever so short a 
time. In my own practice I adopt 
this plan at present, and have done 
so for some time, and I have not 
yet met with a case of secondary 
symptoms occurring in patients 
who have adopted this treatment. 
Previous, however, to your giving 
mercury, several points are to be 
taken into consideration. If the 
patient is irritable, if there be any 
local congestion, pains in the head, 
chest, or abdomen, or if the patient 
is labouring under diarrheea, you 
should not exhibit the mercury. 
These points should be first ascer- 
tained before you order the patient 
to undergo a mercurial course, else 
you may be the cause, through your 
inattention, of irreparable mischief. 
There is a difference of opinion as 
to the mode in which the mercury 
should be exhibited ; some recom- 
mending that it should be taken 
internally, others that it should be 
used externally, by friction. Cases 
may occur in which there can be 
no objection to either of these 
modes, but I prefer myself that it 
should be employed externally. 
When the mercury is taken inter- 
nally it not unfrequently disorders 
the bowels, and produces diarrhcea ; 
and in patients afflicted with piles 
it excites tenesmus. The only ob- 
jection to the external use of mer- 
cury is the labour of rubbing, and 
the uncleanliness of it, which you 





cannot avoid. The internal em- 
ployment of mercury requires more 
restriction in the diet than the ex- 
ternal ; for, when taking mercury, 
you must avoid vegetables or fruits 
which are acescent, on account of 
their affecting the bowels. In the 
external employment of mercury 
the bowels are less likely to be 
acted upon. If, during a course of 
mercury, the patient should have 
a diarrhoea, the mercury should be 
discontinued till the diarrhoea sub- 
sides: when the mercury should be 
again employed. In repeated in- 
stances, where mercury has been 
taken internally, I have known a 
diarrhoea occur, which rendered it 
necessary to omit the mercury ; and 
that it has returned as soon as ever 
the medicine was again taken. 
These cases are of rare occurrence 
when the mercury is used exter- 
nally. The plan | recommend is, 
that the patient should get a pair 
of flannel drawers, and wear them 
continually during the mercurial 
course, which seldom lasts more 
than eight or ten days. Besides 
attention to diet, if you wish the 
effect of the mercury to be quick 
and certain, you should not allow 
the patient to go into a cold tem- 
perature. Cold will put a stop to 
the visible effects of mercury on the 
constitution when they exist. Ifa 
patient has a very sore mouth, from 
the effects of mercury, and he takes 
a ride on the top of a coach, it 
would speedily cure it. I have 
been obliged to recommend this in 
one or two cases, where all the local 
remedies had been used without 
any benefit, and the soreness of the 
mouth continued till this was tried, 
when it instantly disappeared. [ 
am perfectly aware that it would 
be a most injudicious practice, in 
most cases, to advise the exposure 
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ef the body to cold whilst under|elastic catheter was introduced a 
the influence of mercury, as rheu-|short way into the urethra, and 
matic affections of the jeints, and |lime water and mucilage applied to 
other most serieus Complaints, might | the part. 

be produced; thus renderiag the! Chancres become irritable after 
remedy a deal worse than the | persons have been drinking, leading 
disease. uring a course of mer-| an irregular life, or exposed to wet 
cury, the patient should be in an or change of temperature. The 
equable and rather warm tempera- | base then is inflamed and extended, 
ture; he-should rest, and pay par- | the secretion stopped or very acrid, 
ticular attention to his diet. A the sore is tender and irritable, and 
peglect of these points, together | not unfrequently sloughs. Under 
with the injudicious use of mercury, such circumstances the patient is to 
is, | fear, the cause of much of the desist from the use of mercury, if 
mischief occurring after syphilis. he is employing it; to keep the re- 
The time which is required for the \cumbent position, with the i 
mercury to affect the system varies and testes well supported ; ed oe 
according to the constitution of the | quently to change the applications, 
patients. Great care should be |The liquor calcis, with opium and 
taken in the use of mercury, if the mucilage, is what I find answer 
patient is of a scrofulous taint, not | exceedingly well in these sores; it 
to reduce him to a debilitated state. | should be either warm or cold, as 
If you will take the trouble to ex-' agrees with the patient best. The 
amine the persons affected with opium (3j.) should be rubbed down 
diseases of the bones, you will find with the lime water (3viii.), and 
that a large proportion of them are filtered, to which some mucilage 
persons of a scrofulous habit, and should be added. If the opium be 
who have never had a venereal not well rubbed down, and filtered 
taint. I have only stated my ob-| with the lime water before the ad- 
jections to the use of stimulating dition of the mucilage, some thick 
lotions, and not adverted to the em- | particles of the opium would remain 
ployment. of caustic in the cure of in the wash, which, applied to the 
chancres. To caustic | have a part, would excite irritation, and 
decided objection; as, on the one | cause a good deal of mischief. If 
hand, it may cause the mercurial | sloughing should: occur, be particu- 
course to be given up sooner than lar as to the position of the patient, 
necessary, and,on the other, oblige | and support the powers of the con- 
the. patient to submit to one when it stitution with ammonia, bark, and 
might have been avoided. If the|opium. More minute details of 
mercury be properly administered, | the loea] and constitutional treat- 
every true venereal chancre may be “ment of sloughing chancres will be 
always.cured. There is great diffi- | found in the lectures of Sir AstLEY 
culty ia treating chancres situated Coorer.* 

just at the mouth of the urethra, as| The consequences of chancre 
they are acted on bytheurine. There | are phymosis, paraphymosis, bubo, 
were two.cases of chancres at the/| warts, and a long train of 
meatus in the house a short time} symptoms. 

ago, and.there was great difficulty 

in curing of them ; a short -" * The Lancet, vol. iii. p.333. 
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Phymosis. 

When the parts are very irrita- 
ble, effusion sometimes takes place 
into the prepuce, and prevents its 
being drawn back. The discharge 
then lodges behind it, keeps up 
irritation, and increases the disease. 
This complaint, during the inflam- 
matory stage, requires the same 
treatment as irritable sores; the 
position of the patient should be 
particularly attended to; he should 
lie on his back, with the pénis and 
testes well supporid. In such 
cases cold lotions agree best with 
the part; a little saturine lotion 
added to the linseed meal is what 
I recommend. If there is much 
secretion, a mild injection should 
be thrown behind the prepuce with 
a syringe, with a view to clean the 
part, and get rid of the acrid 
discharge. With respect to the 
operation, on no account whatever 
operate till the inflammation has 
subsided ; for, if you do, a slough- 


ing will most probably ensue, to 


a considerable extent. It is better 
to subdue the inflammation in 
every case by rest, the recum- 
bent position, emollient applica- 
tions or cold poultices; for a good 
deal depends on your treatment 
during the inflammation as to the 
degree of thickening that remains 
after it issubdued. If the prepuce 
is long and hangs over the extre- 
mity of the glans, I generally re- 
move a circular portion of the fore- 
skin, as in circumcision, as it does 
not hurt the appearance of the part, 
and as it can be very well dispensed 
with. You must elongate the pre- 
puce with the fore-finger and thumb 
of the left hand, and an assistant 
is to intervene his fingers between 
the glans and part which you are 
going to cut, and then with one 
stroke of the knife you remove a 





circular portion of the skin, which 
will yary in size according to the 
nature of the case. During the 
existence of phymosis, if there is a 
chancre, give no mercury whatever. 
Paraphymosis. 

This is the contrary affection to 
the other, and consists in not be- 
ing able to draw the fore-skin over 
the glans. If you see the person 
soon after paraphymosis has come 
on you may generally succeed in 
reducing it. What you do to re- 
lieve the person is to squeeze the 
glans between the thumb and fore- 
finger, and then gently to draw the 
skin over the compressed glans. 
If this should fail, you must divide 
the stricture. 

Mr. TyRRett, after making 
some useful observations on buboes 
and warts, concluded by observing, 
that he feared he might have 
omitted some points, as he was pre- 
vented from arranging his ideas on 
the subject, but he would mention 
them in the next lecture. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


(Continuation of the case of Martha 
Holliwell, from vol. iv. p. 121.) 
Aug. 9th.—Between ‘the period 
of our last report of this woman's 
case and the present, there has been 
some little improvement in the state 
of her general health ; but as there 
appeared to be no probability of a 
cure under the present circum- 
stances of the limb, nor chance of 
the ultimate recovery of the unfor- 


tunate patient should the operation . 


be delayed, it was this day per- 
formed in the following manner: 
From the exhausted state of: the 
patient it becamie especially requi- 


site to prevent, as much as possible, 
the loss of any. considerable quan- 
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tity of blood during the operation ; 
and for the purpose of effecting this 
desirable intention, the following 
means were adopted :—in the first 
place, the limb was tightly en- 
veloped in a flannel roller, com- 
mencing with the toes, with the 
intention of favouring the return of 
the blood by the veins. An inci- 
sion was now made, in a transverse 
direction, on the inside of the thigh, 
commencing about two inches be- 
low Poupart’s ligament, and imme- 
diately over the psoas muscle. At 
this point, after carefully separating 
the nerve which lay on its outside, 
the femoral artery was tied. An 
incision was now commenced at 
the posterior part of the thigh, and 
brought upwards, in a semilunar 
direction, till the knife met the 
point formed by the superior ex- 
tremity of the first incision; by this 
process the artery was divided below 
the ligature and above the origin 
of the profunda. Another incision 
through the muscles was now made, 
on the outside of the thigh, in a 
similar manner; the retractor was 
then used, and the bone divided 
by the saw. The artery was com- 
pressed at the groin, during the 
operation, by the fingers of an as- 
sistant. Two small arteries were 
then taken up and tied. About 
four ounces of blood were lost dur- 
ing the operation, which however 
appeared to be principally venous. 
The flaps were now brought into 
contact, and the stump dressed in 
the usual way. The patient was 
then replaced in bed, and an opiate 
draught given her. 

The first night after the opera- 
i extremely well; the 
comfortable, and had 


tion 

patient felt 
very little pain in the stump. Pulse 
95, weak—bowels open — spirits 
good. For several days no unfa- 
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vourable symptoms intraded, al- 
though she required, as she had 
been accustomed to have, the as- 
sistance of an opiate at night, and 
was troubled with oceasional pains 
in the stump. 

On Thursday it was dressed, and 
appeared to have united, in a great 
measure, by adhesion, although 
some trifling suppuration must have 
been anticipated ;* she took 

Be. Infus. Gentiane 3}. 

Mist. Camphore %ss. ter die 
and a Colocynth. pill occasionally, 
to regulate her bowels. On Satur- 
day considerable irritation and fe- 
brile restlessness were present: a 
little wine and water was allowed 
her. 

On Sunday (15th), she com- 
plained of having passed a bad 
night, although the usual assistance 
of an opiate was administered ; at 
this period too she became sick, 
had no relish for food, and profuse 
perspirations harassed and depress- 
ed her,—the pulse was 112, weak 
and wiry. 

Monday, 16th. Tongue rather 
furred—skin covered with a cold 
perspiration—countenance indica- 
tive of anxiety—the stump looks 
remarkably well—the upper portion 
has united by adhesion, the infe- 
rior part however seems dis; 
to suppurate—she had several dis- 
tinct shivering fits last night, but 
slept tolerably well after the opiate. 

Tuesday, 17th. Has passed a 
good night, and is much better to- 
day—pulse 95, and soft—bowels 
regular, tongue clean—skin more 


* The number and extent of the ab- 
scesses in the thigh rendered it difficult 
to remove them altogether; a of 
one, we imagine, was left on face 
of the stump, which may account, in 
some for the suppuration above 
mentioned. 
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healthy, and spirits good—she is 

allowed wine and nourishing diet, 

and has at present a tolerable 

appetite—stump looks extremely 
ell 


well. 

19th. Pulse 100, weak—spirits 
and appetite good—bowels regular 
—tongue clean—skin natural—has 
no pain in the stump, which was 
again dressed to-day—the upper 
part, as observed above, has united 
by adhesion, and from the lower 
portion a small quantity of healthy 
pus is discharged—she takes at 
present a bitter draught twice a 
day. 

Dest. Pulse 95, soft—bowels re- 
gular—appetite improving —dis- 
charge from the stump healthy, 
and in small quantity—granulation 
proceeding well—spirits good—one 
of the ligatures came away to-day, 
and another had previously been 
withdrawn. 

23d. To-day the remaining liga- 
ture was removed—stump looks 
extremely well--appetite and spirits 
good, and general health much im- 
proved. erBervannl mai 3h] 

24th. Last week, Mr. Carr- 
WRIGHT amputated the fore-arm 
of Rt. Scott, and to-day trephined 
the cranium of Mary Southill; 
-both of which cases, and the con- 
tinuation of Phillips’s, we shall in- 
sert in our next number. No other 
accidents of importance have been 
‘admitted during the week. 


ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL. 
Monday, Aug. 23.---Mr.Bropiz 
removed ‘from a woman aged about 

. 45, a schirrous tumour of the breast. 
The operator: began his incision at 
the edge of the sternum, carried it 
under the nipple; about an inch 





beneath it, and two inches beyond, 
making the wound about five inches 
in length; he then made another 
incision from the same place as the 
former, carried it an inch over the 
nipple (thus including that organ 
in the partion to be removed) till it 
met the furthest extremity of the 
former. He then dissected the 
tumour from the pectoralis major 
muscle, to which it only adhered 
slightly by cellular membrane, 
Several branches of the mammary 
artery were of course divided, and 
eleven or twelve were obliged to be 
tied ; after which the integuments 
were brought together by adhesive 
plaster. 

A man was next brought into the 
theatre, who, about two years ago 
had received a blow upon the back 
of his head, between the parietal 
and occipital bones, a small wound 
had been made but was quickly 
healed ; yet since that time a con- 
tinual 3 had been felt in the 
part. Mr. Bropie laid bare the 
cranium, and found an extensive ex- 
foliation, accompanied by a slight 
degree of depression. The trephine 
was applied, and afterwards the 
scalp closed over the part whence 
the bone had been removed. 





We understand that the Senatus 
Academicus of our University have 
it in contemplation, to pass a reso- 
lution in favour of examining me- 
dical candidates for graduation 
through the medium of the English 
language.—Edinb. Advertiser. 





TO-CORRESPONDENTS. 


The address of XX. has been by 
some accident mislaid, consequently 
we have been at a loss where to direct. 

Mr. C., of ‘Dublin, shall have No. 5 
forwarded to him i i * 

Other. in ‘our next. 
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ROYAL NATIONAL BATH COMPANY, 
1, Lancaster Place, Waterloo Bridge. 
CAPITAL £250,000. 


Directors.—Sir Walter Stirling, Bart., Chairman, John Gosling, Esq., Deputy 
Chairman, Robert Child, Esq., Harry Cook, Esq., John Farquhar, Esq., Frede- 
rick Fincham, Esq., Joseph Moore, M. D., Sir F. M. Ommanney, M. P., Wil- 
liam Rothery, Esq., Richard Saunderson, Esq., Charles Smith, M.D., W. G, 
Stirling, Esq. 

Bankers and Treasurers.—Sir Walter Stirling, Bart., Stirling, and Hodsolls, 
Strand; and Messrs. Masterman, Peters, Mildred, Masterman, and Co., Ni- 
cholas Lane, Lombard Street. 

Architects.—Messrs. Bautock, Geary, and Lewer, Cornhill. 

Solicitor.—George Abbott, Esq., Mark Lane. — 


Of the necessity which exists for the construction of Public Baths, there can- 
not be two opinions ; whether it be considered as affurding the means of indulg- 
ing in a recreation s0 essential to health in a crowded neighbourhood, with a 
dense and smoky atmosphere; or as the means of removing a great public 
nuisance, as respects the indecent exposure of thousands daily, which banishes 
the inhabitants from the most salubrious spots around the metropolis ; in either 
case, these objects cannot but meet with extensive public support. In sub- 
mitting the couditions upon which a Joint Stock Company has been formed for 
this purpose, few observations are necessary. 

Amongst the most serious evils which arise from the want of proper Baths, the 
numerous instances of drowning cannot be forgotten; the accidents which 
happen to bathers in the Thames, the Serpentine, and other rivers, from the 
inequality of the depth, &c., daily exhibit melancholy proofs of premature 
mortality, and involve whole families in grief :—these would be remedied by the 
formation of convenient Baths, under proper regulations ; for where all the at- 
tendasts will be professed swimmers, and the Baths of a known depth, a fatal 
accident will be next to an impossibility. 

The Establishment of the National Baths can scarcely be deemed a specula- 
tion; unlike the building of Bridges, the excavation of Canals and Tunvels, or 
the making of Roads, which in their progress meet with innumerable unforeseen 
difficulties, this undertaking is merely mechanical, and is susceptible of calcu- 
lation to the last fraction of expense ;—this enables the projectors to demonstrate 
that the probable returns to Proprietors, for Capital invested, will be more effi- 
cient than those of the most promising undertakings. In calculating upon the 
patronage of all classes, it must not be forgotten, that what is loudly ed for 
on all hands, as the means of gratifying the Public, and what is recomme 
by every member of the Faculty, as a revovator and preservative of health, can- 
uot lose its virtue by possession, or its efficacy by facility of attainment. 

It is proposed to construct the Baths of all the chief Establishments upon a 
scale of magnificence which will do honour to the architecture of the country, 
aud become splendid ornaments to the metropolis ; to combine all the varieties 
of Hot, Cold, Salt, Shower, Vapour, Medicated, and Pleasure Bathing, with the 
additional gratifications of Reading-rooms, aud other amusements. 

Other Baths, suitable to the relative conditions of the inhabitants, will also be 
constructed in various parts of the city and suburbs, so that all ranks of the 
community will be ena tu enjoy the benefits of Bathing. 

The Capital to be invested is ,000/., and this sum is to be raised in 502. 
Shares; but a power is given to the Directors to increase- the said ital to 
300,000/. if they hereafter think proper, the present Proprietors having the pre- 
ference in the purchase thereof. Two pounds depusit or instalment is to be paid 
upon each Share at the purchase thereof, and a further instalment of three 
pounds on signing the deed of settlement; two months’ notice shall be given of 
the-last day on which the said deed shall be open for signatures, Other calls 
will be made upon the Shareholders as the Directors may think necessary; but 
such calls shall not exceed five pounds per share at any one time, and two 
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paid upon the shares as become due 
AT crane shall be allowed to hold, in bis or her own right, more than Forty 


The, holders of five shares or upwards shall be entitled to attend 
courts, and to give one vote on all business which may a legally for- 
ward; and the holders of fifteen shares shall be entitled ve two votes; and 
the holders of twenty-five shares, three votes ; and the of forty shares, 
four votes. 

No is eligible to the oftice of Director or Auditor unless he hold, in his 
own it, ten shares. 

Applications for the remaining shares must be made in writing, addressed to 
the Directors, at the Office of the Companys before the end of the present 
Loewy such applivations will be considered of as soon as possible, and answers 





PRIVATE TUITION.—The Rev. R. TAYLOR, B.A.*, of St. John’s College, 
Cc fambridge, attends Pupils (at their own residence) in "every Department of 
CLASSICAL, POLITE, and USEFUL LITERATURE. 

bt Medical Students, and Gentlemen preparing for College, will find their 
advantage i in the instructions of Mr. Taylor. 

Address at No. 2, Water-lane, Fleet-street. 


* Mr. Taylor is a Meniber of the Royal College of Surgeons. 





THEATRE of ANATOMY and MEDICINE, 
Webb-street, Maze-pond, Borough. 

The AUTUMNAL COURSE of LECTURES, delivered at this Theatre, will 
commence on Friday, October Ist, 1824. 

On ANATOMY and PHYSIOLGY, by Mr. Ggaincen, daily, at a quarter 
past Eleven.—Dissections as usual. 

#,* Mr. GrainceRr has the authority of the Court of Examiners of the Royal 
College of Surgeons to state, that his certificates will be received as before their 
regulation of the 19th of March, 1824 

the THEORY i PRACTICE of PHYSIC, by Dr. ARMsTaONG, every 
Monday, Wednesday, o—, at a quarter hefore Five in the Afternoon. 

On MIDWIPERY, Sad D iSES of WOMEN and CHILDREN, De 
os on Tuesdays, "Thursdays, and Saturdays, at a quarter before Five in the 

On MATERIA anys oe by Dr. ARMsTRONG, every Saturday Afternoon, at 
a quarter before Fi 

On CHEMISTRY. snd PHARMACY, by Mr. Ricnarp Puitwips, every Tues- 
day, Thu , and Saturday, at a quarter before Ten in the Morning. 

or ars, apply at the THEATRE; to Mr. GRAINGER, mage Bo- 
rough; Dr. ARMSTRONG, 48, Russel-square ; Dr. Davis, George-street 
ver-square ; Mr. Putuuirs, "al, Nelson-square ; or to S. Hicuiey, ‘Medical 
Library, Webb- -street, Maze- -pond, or 174, Fleet-street. 

* The Boroucu DISPENSARY, Bermondsey-street, No. 232, is most ‘con- 
veniently situated for Gentlemen attending this School, where every attention 
will be paid to the Clinical Instructions of ‘Pupils in Practical Medicine and 
Surgery. The following are the Medical Officers—Dr. ARmstrone and Dr. 
Ayre, Physicians—Dr. Firkin, Assistant Physician—Dr. Davis, Physician 
Accoucheur—Mr. Graincer and Mr. ALcock, Surgeons—Mr. MauGHam, 
House Surgeon and Apothecary. 
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